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The  Navy. — During  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Adams,  when  France  held 
our  “  free  trade’’  in  such  contempt,  that 
she  onlered  it  to  be  captured,  sunk,  burnt 
and  destniyed,  Mr.  JMadison  and  the  rest 
of  the  French  parly,  were  incessantly 
railing  against  government,  for  defending 
and  protecting  our  trade;  for  defending 
and  protecting  it,  not  as  the  fashion  is 
now,  by  embargoing  it,  by  shutting  it  up, 
by  watching  to  prevent  it  from  stirring; 
by  punishing  it  unceremoniously,  cruelly, 
if  it  should  dare  to  think  of  taking  a  lit¬ 
tle  sea  air;  not  by  placing  custom-house 
officers,  like  so  many  night  mares,  upon 
its  stomach,  upon  its  very  vitals  ;  not  so ; 
but  by  forcing  it  forth,  and  going  along 
with  it  and  protecting  it,  as  it  went,  by  a 
NAVY.  At  that  period  you  might  have 
seen  the  same  fellow's  who  now  give  din¬ 
ners  at  Tammany  Hall  to  our  naval  he¬ 
roes,  employed  in  pasting  up  at  every  cor¬ 
ner,  electioneering  handbills,  which,  in 
staring  capitals,  seemed  to  vociferate, 

“No  STANDING  ARMY  ! 

“No  navy! 

“No  taxes! 

“No  stamp  acts!” 

It  is  true,  fellow  citizens  I  those  very 
abandoned,  profligate  preachers  of  moral 
treason,  who  now  affect  to  think  so  much  of 
the  intactible  sanctity  of  government,  did 
then  make  the  building  of  that  very  na¬ 
vy,  which  alone  htia  pievented  its  dm 


being  enveloped,  smothered,  in  the  thic^ 
stench  of  total,  universal,  national  dis¬ 
grace  ;  they  made  the  biiiklihg  of  that 
navy  not  a  ground  of  ars^tmefUy  but  of 
clamour ;  of  loud,  reiterated,  incessant, 
brutal  clamour  against  the  govemmenL 
The  very  hypocrites  and  impcstorsy  who 
now  bellow,  at  Martlings  and  in  congress, 
for  they  are  just  alike  at  both  places ;  who 
bellow',  till  they  are  almost  suffocated 
with  hoarseness,  the  praises  of  the  navy  ^ 
these  very  fellows,  while  that  navy  was 
employed  against  France,  and  employed 
powerfully,  successjitlly,  brilliantly,  in 
the  actual  and  perfect  protection  of  “  free 

TRADE  AND  SAILORS’  RIGHTS,”  instead  oC 

exulting  in  the  elevation  of  the  hationat 
character,  did  openly,  in  the  face  0-*  the 
blessed  suii,  niii  al^ut  our  streets,  pasting 
up  their  handbills,  headed  with 

“  NO  NAVY  !  NO  NAVYr 
James  Thompson  Calicmler,  Whose 
writings,  at  that  time,  were  paid  for  by  Mr* 
Jefferson  himself,  gave  the  navy  the  name 

of  “  THE  GREAT  BEAST  withtkc  GREAT  BEL¬ 
LY,”  because  it  was  so  expensive,  so  unecenot^ 
rniced  ;  for  that  w  as,  you  know,  the  fashion¬ 
able  language  tlieu^  These  days  of  lavish 
and  profligate  profusion  were  then  little 
foreseen.  Then  “  the  great  beast  with  the 
great  belly*^  was  an  object  among  all  ja-^ 
cobins,  of  the  most  bitter  and  unceasing 
execration.  Yet  that  navy  protected 
commerce !  It  not  only  avenged  the  inju¬ 
ries  w  hich  had  been  done  to  trade  |  it  did 
not  merely  endeawjur  to  protect  trade,  but 
I  it  did  actually  protect  it,  effectually,  per- 
fectly.  But  then  it  protected  it  against 
France!  and  Frenchmen  could  not  bear 
that !  and  therrfore  it  was,  that  they  Cried 
out  incessantly,  “no  navy!  no  navy?” 
therefore  it  was,  that  they  voted  down 
the  men  who  had  the  firmness  to  build  it, 
in  spite  of  all  their  clamour ;  in  spite  ot 
the  ntiB  of  thefr  owA  popularity !  hi  those 
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days,  when  we  were  fighting  against 
France,  and  not,  as  now,  figliting/or  her  ; 
in  those  days,  you  would  as  soon  have 
found  our  present  patrons  of  the  navy 
giving  a  dinner  to  Truxtotv,  for  heating 
the  French,  with  our  young  and  gallant 
navy,  as  you  would  have  found  them, 
praising  General  Washington  for  com¬ 
manding  the  army  against  them.  And, 
do  not  wonder,  gentle  reader!  that  these 
Frenchmen  coukl  not  do  then,  what  fede¬ 
ral  patriots  do  now,  rejoice  because  the 
national,  is  elev'ated  in  tlie  naval,  charac¬ 
ter,  though  it  be  in  a  war  they  deplore. 
This  is  all  natural  enough,  for  men  who 
are  honest,  and  know  how  to  think.  But 
these  Tammanymen,  how  could  they,  who 
cared  not  a  pin  for  this  country’s  charac¬ 
ter,  how  could  they  rejoice  in  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  a  navy,  which  elevated  that 
character  ?  How  else  could  they  act,  than 
to  howl  along  the  streets,  as  tliey  did, 

“No  navy!  no  naw!” 

But  now,  when  they  have  the  navy, 
and  all  the  gun  boats  to  boot,  which,  by 
the  bye,  have  cost  two  or  three  times  as 
much  as  the  navy,  if  not  more;  now,  when 
they  have  the  navy  in  their  own  hands, 
what  USE  do  they  make  of  it?  These  fel¬ 
lows,  one  and  all,  in  congress  and  out; 
these  cham^ons  of  free  trade,  what  use, 
I  ask  again,  do  they  make  of  the  navy  ? 
What  duties  does  our  very  sincere  and 
consistent  president,  he,  who  has  become 
suddenly,  so  miraculously  and  atfection- 
ately  attached  to  “free  trade  and  sailors’ 
rights,”  what  duties  does  he  im|K>se  upon 
the  navy?  Has  he  ever  protected  the 
trade^  he  professes  to  love  so  much?  Has 
he  ever  given  protectiony  has  he  ever  or* 
dered  protection  to  be  given,  to  a  single 
merchant  vessel  ?  Toasii^lesailor?  Has 
he  ever  ordered  convoy  to  a  single  ship? 
Has  he  not,  on  the  contrary;  locked  them 
up,  unwilling  to  afford  them  protection; 
unwilling  even  to  let  them  tnist  to  their 
own  swiftness?  And  has  he  not  locked 
fhem  up,  professedly  and  avowedly,  be¬ 


cause  free  trade  Would  have  intercourse 
with  the  enemy?  And  is  he  a  friend  to 
the  free  trade  of  these  states,  who  dares 
not  trust  it  out  of  his  sight?  He,  who 
slanders  it  opeidy,  grossly,  falsely,  infa¬ 
mously,  in  the  hearing  of  the  whole 
world!  Does  he,  indeed,  love  the  harlot? 
Does  he  lock  her  up  because  she  is  dear 
to  hitHy  and  he  to  hcrl  Or  does  he  lock  her 
up,  as  the  grand  sultan  does  his  wives, 
because  he  means  to  keep  them  closcy  and 
never  to  let  them  go  out,  with  hvi  will? 
The  patriot  Madison,  the  friend,  the  so¬ 
licitous  protector  of  lier,  whom  he  pro¬ 
claims  an  adulterous  traitress!  Proclaims 
her  so  to.  the  world!  He  a  friend  of  free 
trade!  The  same  stupid,  headlong,  wick¬ 
ed  inconsistency,  which  clamoured  as 
loudly  against  a  navy,  in  ’08  and  ’99, 
as  it  now  clamours  in  its  favonVy  may  be¬ 
lieve  it,  or  affect  to  believe  it.  I  say  it  is 
not  so;  it  is  impossible,  it  is  utter  absur¬ 
dity. 

If  he  is  a  friend  of  free  trade,  why  does 
he  not,  at  least,  /n/,  why  has  he  never  so 
much  as  tried,  whetlier  our  navy  could 
not  do  something  towards  protecting  it  ? 
He  sends  his  frigates  out;  Commodore 
Rodgers  is  heard  of  in  almost  every  sea ; 
the  commerce  of  the  British  is  annoyed; 
but  our  own,  so  far  from  being  pushed,  is 
for!)idden  to  make  even  an  experiment! 
It  is  quietly  laid  up;  and  laid  up  too,  not 
because  it  is  in  danger  of  being  misused^ 
that  the  ardent  lover  never  pretended. 
Read  his  message,  (page  10 1,)  and  then 
let  it  be  submitted  to  any  lady  of  spirit,  in 
the  Ignited  States,  what  would  she  say  of 
a  gallant,  who  wrote  such  a  dreadful  li¬ 
bel  upon  her  character  ?  What  would  she 
say,  if  he  pretended  a  determination,  her 
roic,  and  ardent,  to  “buckle  her  against  a 
million,”  to  fight,  like  a  true  knight  er¬ 
rant,  all  the  windmills  in  the  British  na¬ 
vy,  purely  and  solely  for  her  sweet  and 
virtuous  sake?  I  rather  think,  that  if  the 
beloved,  abused,  starved,  calumniated 
damsel  was  locked  t/p,  with  a  shrivelled 
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old  duenna  at  every  door,  aud  every  dii- 1  more  of  disttess  and  starvation  to  their 
enna  with  half  a  dozen  barking  puppies,  wives  aiW  children.  It  is  true,  upon  my 
at  her  heels,  that  she  would  probably  sit  honour.  And  he  does  it,  for  I  have  heard 
down  and  keep  as  quiet,  and  cheerful,  as  him  Ull  all  about  it,  because  Mr*  Madison 
crying  and  sobbing  would  let  her.  But  has  |)er3uaded  him,  that  he  loves  him,  that 
give  her  a  hope,  that  the  centinels  and  he  loves  him  dearly;  so  dearly,  that  one  of 
their  dogs  were  asleep,  and  let  her  not  be  these  days  he  means  to  hug  him  close 
more  than  two  stories  from  the  ground,*  enough,  to  hug  the  breath  out  of  his  body, 
and  be  the  night  ever  so  dark,  with  not  Now,  madam,  perceiving  that  you  are  a 
so  much  as  a  blue  light  in  view,  and  if  lady  of  some  understanding,  and  some  spi. 
she  does  not  use  her  heels,  with  morr  agi-  rit,  do  tell  this  beguiled  animal  of  yours, 
lity,  than  ever  she  did  before,  evcji  in  ta-  that  instead  of  listening  to  Mr.r  Madison^s 
king  a  '‘^pigeon  wing T  if  she  does  not  deceitful  love  stories,  to  try  to  get  corn- 
break  her  prison,  as  unceremoniously  as  merce  going  again,  so  that  he  may  pro- 
they  are  said  to  break  the  embargo,  in  vide  again  for  his  wife  and  children;  and 
New-England,  I  miss  my  guess*  What  beg  of  him,  when  he  goes  to  the  election, 
say  yottf  madam?  As  I  am  sure  w^e  agree,  not  to  put  in  those  ugly  little  ballots,  that 
let  me  ask  you  another  question:  Suppose  bring  about  so  much  mischief.  Tell  him 
you  thought  yourself  strong  enough  to  he  must  not  let  Mr.  Madison  act  to  him^ 
break  out  in  spite  of  the  tyrant,  what  as  you  are  sure  he  would  scorn  to  act  to 
would  you  do  thrti?  Would  you  stay,  sim-  you. 

ply  because  the  barbarian  who  kept  you  Do,  madam,  and  then  I  w  ill  tell  you 
locked  up  at  home,  w  hile  he  slandcreil  something  about  the  husband  of  that  lady, 
you  abroad;  would  you  stay,  because  he  in  the  corner  there,. w  ho  chuckles  so,  be- 
said  he  did  it  all  from  pure  love,  and  sim-  cause  1  am  berating  an  unlucky,  infatua^ 
ply  to  prevent  you  from  going  astray?  ted  democrat  before  his  wife.  Her  bus** 
Would  such  an  appeal  keep  you?  And,  as  band,  madam,  is  worse  than  yours.  He  is 
we  have  now  become  a  little  sociable,  do  a  federalist!  a  federal  merchant !  He  sees 
let  me  ask,  is  not  your  husband  a  mer-  through  the  whole  trick;  he  understands 
chant?  He  is,  ah  I  Well,  now,  1  have  tlie  whole  imiK)8ture;  he  despises  it  heard- 
something  to  tell  you,  about  him.  1  do  ly;  he  has  no  hopes  of  relief,  until  Mr. 
not  mention  it,  to  bring  on  a  dispute  be-  Madison  and  his  custom-house^  duennas 
tween  you  and  him;  but  really  you  ought  are  ail  driven  away.  Her  husband,  ma- 
to  take  him  to  task;  for,  if  that  wonH  do,  dam,  is  a  man  of  influence,  because  he 
nothing  will.  I  tell  you,  upon  my  honour,  a  man  of  sense,  of  character,  of  property, 
this  husband  of  yours,  who  in  commercial  He  is  not  a  Boston  merchant,  however:  he? 
matters,  k  served  just  as  I  have  supposed  is  a  New-York  merchant;  and  strange  as 
you  to  have  been,  he  goes  to  the  election,  you  may  think  it,  that  makes  all  the  odds 
which  is  the  only  opportunity  he  has,  in  in  the  w  orld.  Her  husband  might  do  good^ 
all  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  a  great  deal  of  good,  at  the  times  I  have 
of  the  year,  to  escape,  and,  there  he  puts  mentioned  to  you  before,  the  elections*  By 
a  little  ballot  into  a  little  box,  the  effect  exercising  his  good  sense,  and  talking  to 
of  which  is,  to  add  another  bolt  to  the  pri-  those  who  would  put  confidence  in  him, 
son  that  confines  his  commerce,  his  enter-  he  might  persuade  a  great  many  to  put  in 
prise  and  his  prosperity.  I  have  seen  their  ballots  in  such  a  way,  that  in  a  little 
him  put  these  same  vile  ballots,  into  the  while,  every  body  that  pleased^  might  go 
hands  of  poor  and  ignorant  people,  and  to  sea  again,  safe  and  uxunolested.  I  per- 
ireally  persuade  them  to  vote  for  one  year  ceive,  madam,  you  would  ask  me,  does  to 
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not  bring  these  people  up,  to  help  us  out  | two,  perhaps,  was  touched;  those  same 
ofour  deplorable  condition,  wheu  he  could  aninials,  who  now  lie  quietly  down,  and 
do  it  so  easily?  when  he  knows, that  suffer  themselves  to  be  completely  shear- 
it  is  the  only  chance  there  is?  Bless  your  ed,  and  with  as  much  composure  and 
sweet  face,  I  have  been  after  that  man  meekness,  as  if  they  were  mere  merino 
myself,  five  times  in  one  day,  entreating  lambs  i  Nay,  apparently  with  a  satisfac- 
him  to  come  and  put  in  his  ballot;  entreat-  tion  and  delight,  as  great  as  that  which 
ing  him  to  do  a  little  something  to  restore  ' the  Yorkshire  wench  attributed  to  the 
that  commerce  and  free  trade,  by  which  e^ls.  ‘‘  How  can  you  have  the  cruelty, 
he  lives,  by  which  alone  he  can  hq)e  to  (it  was  said  to  her)  to  skin  those  eels, 
live.  He  persuade  others  to  put  in  their  alive?”  La,  sir,  (said  she)  they  likes 
ballots!  he  indeed!  Why  it  is  as  hard  itf* 

work  as  any  one  need  to  have,  to  |)er8uade  What  do  they  say  about  taxes  now  ? 
him  to  put  in  his  own.  He  is  a  Ncfv-York  Why^  that  it  is  absolute  moral  treason,  to 
merchant!  Don’t  misunderstand  me,  how-  deny,  that  they  are  the  dearest  comforts  a 
ever,  madam.  They  are  not  o/Z  so.  There  people  were  ever*  blessetl  with,  'riiey 
is  here  and  there  one,  who  behaves  as  a  have  always  lamented  English  taxes,  in 
man  should  do.  But  then  they  are  not  England,  because  there,  people  are  so 
numerous.  And  now,  my  lady  in  the  cor-  poor,  no  body  is  able  to  pay  them;  but 
ner,  ask  your  husband  if  this  is  not  every  here,  where  twelve  hundred  is  tlM‘  greatest 
word  true  ?  And  if  he  denies  it  stoutly,  and  number  of  families  that  have  been  supplied 
gets  angry  with  me,  tell  him  I  have  not  ^  ahnshouse,  here 

said  these  things  from  malice,  but  from  cow  it  is  the  pleasantest  thing  that  can  happen 
cern;  concern  for  him,  and  you,  and  your  to  us.  Besides,  if  a  man  knovTs,  that  the 
children.  But  perhaps  I  have  no  right  to  tax  gatherer  is  soon  to  come  along,  he 
talk  about  him,  in  this  sort;  well,  I  do  not  will  not  foolishly  speiwl  his  money  in  buy- 
know  that  I  have.  But  then  it  is  a  pub-  ing  hoots  to  keep  his  feet  dry,  or  gowns 
lie  and  known  fact,  that  he  does  not  bestir  to  deck  his  wife  out,  or  new  fi'ocks  for  his 
himself  in  elections,  during  these  terrible  ii^tle  girls.  He  will  not  drink  beer,  when 
times,  as  he  ought  to  do.  Tell  him  to  be-  '^^ter  is  a  great  deal  better.  It  will  make 
have  bftlcr,  and  1  shall  gladly  speak  bet-  him  temperate;  and  above  all  it  will  make 
ter  of  him.  ‘  him  saving.  Now  what  is  better  than 

— that?  And  then  there  is  no  harm  done  in 
Taxes. — Let  us  now  see  whether  these  taking  his  money  from  him  by  taxes;  be- 
gentry  have  been  a  whit  more  consistent,  cause  he  can  get  it  all  back,  and  more  too, 
in  relation  to  taxes.  A  navy,  however  just  by  enlisting.  Taxes  are  very  good 
it  exalted  the  American  character,  they  things  now.  They  are  as  good  as  the 
support  a  navy,  that  fought  against  the  navy,  now.  So  you  will  be  told  by  every 
French!  They  pay  taxes,  to  support  such  democrat  who  has  an  office,  or  iK>pes  to 
a  navy!  A  navy  employed  against  France!  get  one.  So  you  will  be  told  by  aH  who 
to  protect  American  “free  trade”  against  live,  or  expect  to  live,  by  the  people’s 
French  robbery !  Taxes  !  How  tliey  shud-  sufferings. 

dered  at  them!  “  No  taxes!”  No — no —  And  the  stamp  act!  What  said  they' 
‘*No  taxes!”  was  the  ciy  of ’98  and  ’99.  to  that?  Shall  we,  who  fought  against  the 
It  is  not  30  long  ago,  but  we  can  all  re-  stamp  aeZ^  shall  we  submit  to  a  stamp  Acxt 
member  what  tumult,  what  groaning,  what  What,  we,  the  republicans!  We,  whose 
grunting,  there  was  ih  the  “  pig  pm,^  chosen  bodies  are  the  living  tabernacles 
xinong  those* anknals,  because  a  bristle  or  of  the  glorious  spirit  of  seventy^six  !  Shall 
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w  submit  to  a  stamp  act!  Do  you  not 
rememl)er  it,  reader?  And  now,  there  is 
not  an  animal  among  them,  but  prances 
witli  “  the  mark  of  the  beast  on  his  fore¬ 
head,”  as  gaily  as  if  it  were  his  greatest 
ornament.  After  all  they  said  before, 
“  tlicif  likes 

As  some  of  ray  readers  may,  in  these 
hard  times,  be  perhaps  like  myself,  some 
w  hat  more  in  debt,  tlian  is  at  all  times, 
either  convenient  or  agreeable;  and  may 
also  w  ish  to  know,  when  they  come  to  re¬ 
new  their  notes,  how  much  they  have  to 
pay  government,  beemtse  government  has 
made  them  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  in 
any  other  way  than  government  pays  its 
own  debts,  that  is,  by  borrowing  the 
money,  or  rather  getting  shaved  for  it,  I 
subjoin 

A  TABLE  OF  ST  AM  PS- 

Five  cents  on  notes  not  exceeding  100  dollars  ; 
ten  cents  on  notes  above  100  and  not  exceeding 
i200  dollars;  ^5  cents  on  notes  above  SOO  and 
not  exceeding  500  dollars ;  fifty  cents  on  notes 
above  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  se¬ 
venty-five  cents  on  notes  above  1,000  and  not 
exceeding  1,500  dollars ;  one  dollar  on  notes 
above  1,500  and  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars ;  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  on  notes  above  2,000  and 
not  exceeding  3,000  dollars;  two  dollars  on  notes 
above  3,000  and  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars ;  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  on  notes  above  4,000  and ; 
not  excceiling  5,000  dollars;  three  dollars  and* 
fifty  cents  on  notes  above  5,000  and  not  exceed¬ 
ing  7,000  dollars;  four  dollars  on  notes  above 
7,000  and  not  exceeding  8,000  dollars ;  five  dollars 
on  notes  above  8,000  dollars. 

And  now  perhaps  the  curious  reader 
desires  to  know  w’hat  the  o/f/ stamps  were. 
I  was  aware  of  that;  and  here  they  are. 

ABSTRACT  OF  STAMP  DOTIES  ON  BONDS,  NOTES, 

&C. 

Not  exceeding  sixty  days  to  run* 

For  20  dollars  and  not  exceeding  100  dollars, 
four  cents ;  above  100  and  not  exceeding  500, 
ten  cents;  above  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000, 
twenty  cent's;  above  1,000,  tliirty cents. 

Exteeding  sixty  days. 

For  20  and  not  exceeding  100,  ten  cents ;  above 
100  and  not  exceeding  500,  twenty-five  cents ; 
above  500  and  not  exceeding  1,000,  fifty  cents; 
above  1,000,  seventy-five  cents. 


137 

Every  domestic  bill  of  lading,  four  cents ;  every 
foreign  bill  of  lading,  ten  cents ;  every  domestic 
bill  of  exchange,  ten  cents ;  every  foreign  bill  of 
exchange,  twenty  cents. 

Upon  democrats  taxes  seem  to  operate, 
as,  according  to  Pope,  the  waters  of  the 
Pierean  spring  did  upon  scholars,  in  old 
times; 

“  A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing, 

“  Drink  deep  or  taste  not  the  Pierean  spring ; 

“  For  shallow  draughts  intoxicate  the  brain, 

“  But  drinking  largely  sobers  us  again.’^ 

Which  I  beg  permission,  for  the  better 
illustration  of  democratic  consistency,  to 
turn  into  a  parody;  which  parotly,  though 
I  am  afraid  it  is  not  likely  to  be  very  po¬ 
etical,  as  I  am  no  poet,  shall,  however,  be 
very  true,  and  fitting;  which  is  full  as 
well. 

A  slight  taxation  is  a  cruel  thing ! 

Pull  tight f  or  let  alone  the  treasury  string ; 

Ught  loads  proiluce  disorder  in  the  gait. 

But  heavy  taxes  force  us  to  keep  straight. 

So  we  go,  and  after  a  year  or  two  of 
these  same  blessed  doings,  my  starving 
fellow  labourers,  we  shall  be  straight; 
very  straight;  that  is,  all  who  are  not 
j  “  like  a  cart  whip,  bent  down  to  the 
j  ground,”  “05  ike  poet  saps."*^ 

MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATURE. 

IN  SENATE,  FEBRUARY  14. 

Detention  of  Specie  at  NenhYork. 

The  secretary  came  in  with  a  message  from  his 
excellency  the  governor,  which  was  as  follows: 

Gmtlemen  of  the  Senatej  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representaticciy 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  legislature,  in 
their  resolve  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  I  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  a 
copy  of  the  said  resolution,  togetlier  with  the  evi¬ 
dence  in  support  of  the  memorialists,  and  of  the 
abuse  that  w  as  committed,  and  at  the  same  time 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  president,  expressive  of 
the  sensibility  of  the  legislature  on  that  occasion, 
and  its  reliance  tliat  the  collector  would  be  com¬ 
pelled  immediately  to  restore  the  money  unjustly 
seized  and  detain^,  and  that  the  presidenl^ would 
be  pleased  to  remove  the  said  collector  from  his 
said  office. 

1  have  this  morning  received  from  the  president 
an  answer  to  the  letter  above  mention^,  which 
Hull  be  laid  before  you  by  the  secretary. 

CALEB  SIRONG. 
Council  Chamber,  February  14, 1814. 
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7h  hii  exctlltticy  Caleb  Sirong^  governor  of  the  stoic 
of  Massaehuseits, 

Washington,  February  T,  1814. 

Sir— I  have  duly  received  your  communication, 
bearing  date  January  — ,  1814,  on  the  subject  of 
a  sum  of  money,  seized  and  detained  from  the 
hands  of  an  agent  of  a  bank  in  Boston,  by  a  cus¬ 
tom-house  officer  of  the  city  of  New- York ;  and  re¬ 
questing  that  orders  may  be  given  for  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  money",  and  that  the  officer  may  be  re¬ 
moved  from  his  office. 

As  the  course  of  proceeding  marked  out  by  the 
law,  for  the  parties  complaining,  is  sufficiently  un¬ 
derstood,  it  remains  only  to  assure  your  excellen¬ 
cy  that  the  case  will  receive  whatever  interposi¬ 
tion  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  in  their  behalf, 
from  the  exeentive  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  case,  as  it  relates  to  the  responsible  officer, 
will  be  duly  inquired  into,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  circumstances  on  which  the  seizure  and  deten¬ 
tion  in  question,  were  grounded,  and  by  which  his 
conduct  therein  ought  to  be  tested. 

Accept  assurances  of  mv  consideration  and  re¬ 
spect.  JAMES  MADISON. 

In  senate,  Februaiy  14,  1814.  Head,  and  with 
the  letter  accompanying,  sent  down. 

JOHN  PHILLIPS,  president. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Febniary  14, 
1814.  Read,  and  committed  to  the  committee  who 
had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  New- 
England  Bank.  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  speaker. 


NEW-YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

IN  ASSEMBLY. 

February  1^ — The  committee  appointed  “  to 
Inke  into  consideration  so  much  of  the  speech  of 
his  excellency  the  governor  as  relates  to  the  direct 
tax,  laid  by  an  act  of  cjongress  in  June  last,  upon 
the  United  States,  and  the  portion  or  quota  of  the 
said  tax  imposed  upon  this  state,  and  the  appor¬ 
tionment  of  the  quota  of  each  state  to  the  several 
counties  thereof ;  and  the  propriety  of  assuming 
and  paying  the  quota  of  this  state  out  of  the  state 
treasury,  under  the  provision  for  that  pur|)ose 
contained  in  the  said  act  of  congress.” 

Hespecffully  report^ 

That  the  congress  of  the  United  States  at  their 
last  session  passed  the  act  above  referred  to,  lay¬ 
ing  a  direct  tax  on  lands,  lots  of  ground  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling  houses  and  slaves, 
and  apportioning  to  the  state  of  New-York,  as 
its  quota  of  the  said  tax,  the  sum  of  430,141  dol¬ 
lars  6^2  cents.  The  same  law  distributes  the  quota 
of  each  state  to  the  several  Gountie.*<  thereof,  but 
authorizes  the  several  .state  legislatures  previously 
to  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  vary  the  appor¬ 
tionment.  By  the  said  law  it  is  also  enacted, 
that  each  state  may  pay  its  quota  into  the  treasu¬ 
ry  of  the  United  States,  and  thereon  shall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  a  deduction  of  a  fifteen  per  cent,  if  paid 
before  tbe  tenth  day  of  February  next,  after  the 
fussing  of  the  said  act;  and  which  limitation  of 
time  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  deduction  is  ex¬ 
tended  by  a  late  supplementary  law  to  the  twen¬ 
tieth  day  of  February. 

One  subject  of  inquiry  presented  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  your  committee  by  the  resolution 
appointing  them,  is,  whether  it  is  advitahio  for 


the  state  to  avail  itself  of  the  provision  in  the 
said  act  of  congress,  authorizing  the  legislature  to 
vaiy  the  apportionment  of  its  quota  to  the  several 
counties  of  this  state.  It  was  soon  discovered,  in 
the  discussion  of  the  subject,  that  the  difficulties 
in  the  wmy  of  establishing  any  principle  of  ap* 
portionment,  were  too  many  and  too  great  to  be 
surmounted ;  and  your  committee  being  persuad¬ 
ed  that  those  difficulties  would  rather  be  increased 
than  diminished,  if  the  subject  should  be  brought 
before  the  house,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  legislature  to  attempt  to  vary  tlie 
apportionment  of  its  quota  among  the  different 
counties. 

The  great  and  important  question  is,  whether 
it  is  expedient  for  this  state  to  assyme  and  pay 
its  quota  of  the  direct  tax,  in  preference  to  suf¬ 
fering  the  said  tax  to  be  collected  by  the  United 
States,  in  the  niotle  pointed  out  in  the  said  act. 
The  prominent  reason  alleged  in  favor  of  the  as¬ 
sumption,  is,  tlic  saving  thereby  to  l)e  realized  by 
the  state.  What  will  be  the  amount  of  this  sa¬ 
ving,  or  whether  there  wdll  be  any  saving  at  all* 
will  be  belter  uiidtrstood  after  stating  the  follow¬ 
ing  facts. 

After  deducting  the  fifteen  per  cent,  there  will 
remain  the  sum  of  365,6^20  dollars  44  cents,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state.  That  this 
amount  of  money  is  not  in  the  treasury,  may  be 
seen  by  the  treasurerN  report  communicated  to 
this  house  at  the  present  session,  it  being  stated 
in  that  report,  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
treasury  is  only  52,008  dollars  83  cenU*.  The 
requisite  sum  must  therefore  be  obtained  in  so)ne 
other  way ;  and  no  other  way  has  presented  itself 
to  your  committee  than  to  procure  it  either  by 
loan,  or  by  disposing  of  the  funds  of  the  state. 

Your  committee  have  no  doubt,  that  by  pledg¬ 
ing  the  credit  of  the  state,  this  loan  may  be  pro¬ 
cured,  and  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  interest,  as 
by  the  acts  incorporating  the  Rink  of  America 
and  the  City  Bank  of  New-York,  a  right  is  re¬ 
served  to  the  state,  of  l»orrowing  from  those 
banks  respectively  a  sum  fully  adequate  to  the 
payment  of  the  tax.  The  deduction  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  to  which  this  state  on  jiayment  of  its 
quota  is  entitled,  amounts  to  64,521  dollars  18 
cents.  The  loan,  if  made,  wdll  create  a  debt  due 
from  the  state,  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  re¬ 
imbursed,  together  with  the  interest  that  shall 
have  accrued  thereon ;  and  unless  repaid  in  less 
than  three  years,  the  interest  willTar  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  supposed  saving. 

Can  it  be  reascuably  supposed  that  the  loan 
wdll  be  replaced  iu  less  than  three  years?  This 
can  only  be  ascertained  by  inquiring  from  what 
sources  the  money  is  to  be  drawui  to  make  the  ne¬ 
cessary  reimburseincnt.  It  can  be  obtained  only 
from  one  of  the  three  following  sources: 

1.  The  productive  funds  from  which  arises  the 
revenue  of  the  state.  • 

2.  The  public  lands. 

3.  A  tax  to  be  laid  by  the  state  upon  its  inha¬ 
bitants. 

By  refer!  ing  to  the  annual  report  of  the  comp¬ 
troller  for  the  year  1813,  it  will  be  found  that  tlie 
productive  funds  of  the  state,  consisting  princi¬ 
pally  of  loans  heretofore  made,  and  of  bank  stock 
owned  by  the  state,  produce  an  annual  revenue 
of  about  270,000  dollars. 
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T%i¥:  revenue,  with  occasional  additional  re-  j  tion,  whether  by  the  proposed  assumption  there  li 
ceipts  into  the  treasury,  is  barely  sufficient  to  to  be  a  saving  in  money  to  the  state,  and  yoar 
sneet  from  year  to  year,  the  permanent  and  casual  committee  are  constrained  to  say,  that  in  every 
objects  of  e^Lpenditiire  incident  to  the  government  point  of  view,  in  which  they  have  been  able  to 
of  the  state.  Under  our  present  skuation  and  consider  the  question,  there  cannot  be  a  saving 
prospects,  there  is  no  probability  that  the  fund  but  a  probable  loss  to  a  considerable  amount.  But 
%vill  soon  become  more  productiv-e,  or  the  expenses  there  are  reasonf  which  induce  your  committee  to 
of  the  state  diminished.  It  is,  therefore,  in  vain  believe,  that  the  proposed  measure  would  be  iiV 
to  look  to  the  revenue  arising  from  the  productive  expedient,  unwise,  impolitic  and  unjust, 
funds,  as  the  source  from  which  to  draw  the  money  Besides  the  tax  oii  lands,  houses  and  slaves, 
to  repay  the  loan,  if  taken;  for  the  purpose  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States  have  laid  other 
discharging  the  tax.  To  dispose  of  the  fund  itself,;  taxes,  on  sundry  articles  of  personal  property, 
and  thereby  destroy  the  revenue,  it  is  presumed,  such  as  carriages,  licenses,  stills,  ftamped  paper, 
would  not  meet  the  approbation  of  any  member  and  duties  on  goods  sold  at  auction-  'ITiese  taxes 
of  the  house.  ^  have  all  gone  into  operation,  and  many  have  been 

The  other  funds  of  tlie  state  consist  of  about  collected,  and  are  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States, 
one  million  of  acres  of  land  belonging  to  die  state  no  right  having  been  reserved  to  the  states  to  pay 
and  remaining  unsold.  Will  it  Iw  a  saving,  now  those  taxes.  If  a  state  tax  should  be  levied,  it 
to  dispose  of  any  part  of  this  fund?  Your  com-  must,  under  our  existing  law,  be  levied  on  both 
mittee  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  to  sell  any  of  real  and  personal  property,  and  in  this  way  the 
these  lands  at  the  present  time,  would  occasion  a  personal  property  would  lie  twice  taxed  ;  and  if 
loss  much  exceeding  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  are  un-  instead  of  laying  a  state  tax,  the  money  i4ould  be 
xviiling  to  liazard  an  opinion  that  such  sale  may  raised  from  the  funds  of  the  '^tate  which  belong  to 
be  made  to  better  advantage  within  three  years  the  people  thereof,  owners  as  well  of  {♦ersonal  as 
to  come.  Tlie  propt»sed  saving  is,  therefore,  not  real  property,  that  equality  which  is  so  desirable 
to  be  calculated  from  this  source.  ^  in  all  systems  of  taxation,  and  which  congress 

The  only  expedient  that  remains  to  be  cxamln-  appears  to  have  had  in  view,  would  be  equally 
ed  is,  the  raising  the  sum  required  by  a  state  tax,  destroyed.  The  unjust  operations  of  this  is  too 
nnd  whether  in  that  event,  a  saving  will  be  real-  manifest  to  require  further  illustrations, 
izc'd  by  the  people  of  this  state  in  assuming  the  If  the  state  should  at  this  time  assume  its 
direct  tax.  In  making  the  estimate  it  i.s  neoessa-  quota  of  the  direct  tax,  your  committee  would 
ry  to  premise  that  under  the  existing  laws  of  this  ask  whether  it  would  be  prepared  to  re|ieat  the 
state  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  those  law’s  have  assumption  of  the  future  direct  taxes  to  l»e  laid 
been  put  into  actual  operation  only  for  tow^n  and  by  congress:  or  is  this  the  only  one  that  will 
county  purposes,  no  state  lax  having  been  yet  probably  t>e  laid  The  present  tax  is  levied  to 
assessed  under  them ;  and  that  it  is  a  fact  well  meet  the  interest  on  loans  already  effected  by  tha 
known,  that  as.‘;essors  in  different  counties  have  United  States,  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  expen- 
adopted  in  practice,  dUfcre^it  principles  of  valua-  ses  of  the  w’ar.  Further  loaiis  have  become  ne- 
tioii,  some  having  valued  the  property  at  its  ac-  cessary  for  tlie  same  object,  and  have  been  called 
lual,  and  others  at  perhaps  half  its  real  value,  and  for.  The  same  ne  essity  that  created  the  present, 
probably  in  no  two  counties  has  the  same  scale  will  urge  to  a  repetition  of  the  direct  taxes  from 
been  adopted  ;  even  in  different  towns  of  the  same  year  to  year,  to  increased  amounts  in  proportion  as 
county,  it  is  w’ell  know’n  that  the  valuations  dif-  the  interest  increases  on  the  amount  borrowred. 
fer  materially  in  principle,  uotwithstanding  the  Again :  To  raise  the  re<|uisite  sum  by  a  state 
pains  taken  by  the  legislature  to  prochice  an  nni-  tax,  would  in  effect,  beside  making  this  legisla- 
fonnity.  Hence  it  i.s  obvious,  that  the  assess-  ture  the  tax  gatherers  for  the  United  States,  ren- 
ments  heretofore  taken  cannot  form  the  basis  of  a  der  the  object  and  use  for  which  the  uioBey  i^ 
pist  and  equal  apportionment  of  a  state  tax  among  raised  less  distinctly  visible.  That  which  is  ia 
ike  counties.  It  w’ould  be  indispensable  to  pass  fact  a  measure  of  the  general  government,  to 
a  law  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  apportion-  affiird  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  would 
meat,  and  it  w'ould  perhaps  Ijecome  necessary  for  he  changed  iu  appearance  into  a  tax  imposed  for 
the  legislature  to  organize  an  entire  new  system,  state  purposes.  Your  committee  conemve  it  to 
In  cither  ca.se  it  would  be  a  work  of  time  and  be  repugnant  jto  the  genius  of  a  free  government, 
rf^xpense,  as  it  ought  to  be  a  work  of  deliberation,  to  eonceal  from  the  distinct  view  of  the  people. 
The  expense  of  collecting  alone  wtR  he  five  per  the  real  object  to  which  the  money  raised  from 
cent,  independent  of  the  cost  /)f  assessment,  and  the  produce  of  tlicir  labour  and  industry  is  to  be 
the  time  consumed  in  these  different  opemUoas  appropriated. 

must  be  con.siderable.  Adding  together  the  pix)-  Your  committee  cannot  fiirbear  further  to  re- 
bable  cost  of  passing  a  law  for  laying  a  state  tax,  mark,  and  they  make  the  remark  under  the  full- 
of  the  assessment  and  collection,  the  losses  by  rea-  est  conviction  of  its  jusjt^e  and  importance,  that 
son  of  bad  debts  and  the  delinquencies  of  officers,  it  is  at  all  times  inexpement  and  unwise,  unless 
together  with  the  interest  accruing  on  the  loan  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  to  part  with  the  pro- 
until  the  collection  is  completed,  your  committee  ductive  funds  of  the  state,  which  have  with  so 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  their  full  convictioo,  much  care  been  provided,  and  fostered  by  the 
that  the  total  loss  w’ill  far,  very  far,  exceed  the  wisdom  of  former  legislatures ;  and  most  imperi- 
sum  of  64,000  and  odd  dollars,  which  in  the  first  ous  is  the  call  on  the  present  legislature  ef  this 
•instance,  and  without  examination,  would  appear  state,  to  guard  and  preserve  unimpaired  its  per- 
to  be  saved  to  the  people  of  the  state  by  assuming  raanent  and  substantial  resources.  This  state  has 
ihe  direct  tax.  a  wide  range  of  frontier,  exposed  to  the  ravages 

The  preceding  remarks  apply  only  to  the  ques-|  and  destruction  of  the  war  in  ^viuchlhe  nation  h 
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engaged.  Itf  eeaboai’d  is  left  by  the  general  go¬ 
vernment  to  be  defended  by  the  militia  of  the 
fctate.  Our  frontiers,  contiguous  to  the  Canadas, 
are  ex»  osed  to  the  invasions  of  the  enemy.  The 
burden  of  guarding  the  frontiers,  and  repelling 
invasion,  instead  of  being  assumed  by  the  general 
government,  is  left  to  be  borne  principally  by  the 
eople  of  this  state.  Large  sums  of  money  have 
eretofore  been  appropriaUnl  by  the  state  for 
these,  objects,  and  for  purchasing  clothes,  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  fortifying  posts  of  defence. 
Further  and  increased  calls  are  made  on  the  le¬ 
gislature  at  the  present  session  for  the  same  and 
for  new  objects.  The  raising  of  volunteer  corps 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion,  relief  for 
the  sufferers  by  the  late  ravaces  on  our  western 
frontier ;  all  these  are  objects  lor  which  the  gene¬ 
ral  government  ought  to  have  provided.  How 
long  the  past  neglect  will  be  continued,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  foresee.  Judging  of  the  future  by  the 
past,  your  committee  lx5g  leave  to  express  their 
firm  conviction,  that  instead  of  wasting  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  state  by  granting  them  to  ilie 
general  government,  it  is  the  solemn  and  im|;»eri- 
ous  duty  of  the  legislature,  to  seek  the  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  the  expenses  already  incurred  by  this  state 
on  account  of  the  war. 

Feb.  14. — J'lie  house  rejected  the  bill  from  the 
senate,  assuming  the  state’s  quota  of  the  direct 
tax,  55  to  40. 


Messagefrom  the  President  of  the  United  States^  I 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
IPar^  accompanied  with  sundry  documents; 
in  ohedien  e  to  a  resolution  of  the  31  sf  of 
December  last^  requesting  such  informalion 
as  may  tend  to  explain  the  causes  of  the  fail- 
vre  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  on  the 
northern  frontier.  [Continued.] 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Major  iieneral  ff  'il- 
Ham  11.  Harrison,  to  the  secfi'ctary  of  war, 
dated  H.  Quarters,  ChUicothe,  Mar.  17,  1813. 

The  known  candour  of  your  cJiaracter  Is  a 
sufficient  security  for  my  receiving  your  pardon 
for  the  liberty  1  take  in  making  objection  to 
the  plan  of  operations,  communicated  in  your 
letter  of  the  5th  inst.  If  there  is  a  fiositive 
certainty  of  our  getting  the  command  of  lAke 
Erie,  and  having  a  regular  force  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred,  or  even  three  thous^d, 
well  disciplinef]  men,  the  proposed  plait  of 
setting  out  from  Cleveland,  and  landing  on  tlie 
northern  shore  below  Malden,  would,  perhaps, 
be  the  one  by  which  that  place  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies  could  be  most  easily  reduced.  I  am 
unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  prepara¬ 
tions  that  are  making  to  obtain  the  naval  su¬ 
periority  upon  Lake  Erie ;  but,  should  they 
fail,  and  the  troops  be  t^sembled  at  Cleveland, 
it  wouW  be  difficult  to  get  again  upon  the  pro¬ 
per  track  for  making  the  attack  round  the 
head  of  the  lake.  The  attempt  to  cross  the 
lake  from  Cleveland  should  not  be  made  with 
any  other  than  well  disciplined  troops.  A 
comparatively  smaller  number  of  men  of  this 
escriptioii  could  effect  the  object,  and  for 
those  the  means  of  conveyance  migiit  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  but  the  means  of  transporting  such  an 


array  as  would  be  required  of  militia,  or  Mii-» 
disciplined  regulars,  could  not  be  procured.  | 
can  see  no  reason  why  Cleveland  should  bo 
preferred  as  the  point  of  embarkatibn  for  tlie 
troops,  or  the  deposite  of  provisions  and  stores. 
These  are  already  accumulated  at  the  Rapids 
of  Miami,  or  in  situations  to  be  easily  sent 
thither,  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  tlie  con¬ 
sumption  of  a  protracted  campaign.  Although 
the  expense  and  difficulty  of  transporting  the 
provisions,  artilleiy  and  stores  of  an  army, 
round  tlie  head  of  the  lake,  would  be  very  con¬ 
siderable,  the  lake  being  possessed  by  our 
ships,  and  the  heavy  baggage  taken  in  boats 
along  Us  margin,  the  troops  would  find  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  the  land  route.  The  force  contem¬ 
plated  in  your  letter  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
sufficient  to  secure  success.  Admitting  that 
the  whole  should  be  raised  by  the  time  point¬ 
ed  out,  they  would  be  very  little  superior  to. 
militia;  the  officers  having,  with  scarcely  any 
exception,  to  learn  their  duty  before  they 
could  instruct  their  men;  we  have,  therefore, 
no  alternative  but  to  make  up  by  numbers  the 
deficiency  in  discipline. 

“  I  am  well  aware  of  the  intolerable  ex¬ 
pense  which  attends  the  employment  of  a 
large  militia  force.  We  are  now,  however, 
in  a  situation  to  avoid  tliosc  errors  wliich 
made  that  of  the  last  campaign  so  peculiarly 
heavy.  Our  supplies  are  procured,  and  so 
deposited,  that  the  period  for  the  march  of  the 
army,  from  tlie  advanced  posts,  can  be  ascer¬ 
tained  to  an  hour,  and  of  course  the  troops 
need  not  be  called  out  until  the  moment  they 
are  to  act.  Exi>erience  has  convinced  me, 
that  militia  are  more  efficient  in  the  early 
than  in  the  latter  part  of  tlieir  service.  Upon 
the  whole,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the 
Rapids  of  Miami  should  be  the  point  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  for  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  princi¬ 
pal  depot.  Indeed  it  must  necessarily  be  the 
fii’st  deposite  :  the  provisions  for  the  army  be¬ 
ing  so  placed  that  th^  can  be  taken  to  tlie  lake 
ill  no  other  way.  The  artillery  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  supply  of  ammunition  are  already 
there.  Boats  and  perouges  have  been  built 
in  fxmsiderable  numbers  on  the  Auglaize  and 
St.  Mary’s  rivers;  and  every  exertion  is  now 
making  to  increase  them,  intended  for  the 
double  purpose  of  taking  down  the  provisions 
to  the  Rapids,  and  for  coasting  the  lake  with 
the  baggage  of  the  army  in  its  advance.  I 
had  calculated  upon  being  able  partially  to 
use  this  mode  of  transportation,  even  if  the 
enemy  should  continue  their  naVal  superiority 
ou  the  lake;  but,  with  this  advantage  on  our 
side,  the  whole  baggage  of  the  army  could  be 
safely  and  expeditiously  carried  along  the 
coast  in  the  boats  and  perouges,  which  could 
be  taken  into  the  strait  to  transport  the  army 
to  the  Canada  shore. "  • 

“  As  I  have  before  observed,  the  army,  un¬ 
incumbered  with  heavy  baggage,  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  marching  round  the  lake  at  > 
any  season,  but  what  the  enemy  would  create} 


THE  EXAMINER. 


241 


and  wr  have  the  means  of  subsisting  a  force  Our  first  object  is  to  get  a  command  of  the 
that  would  be  irresistible.  lakes.  Means  to  accomplish  this  object  have 

“  The  objections  to  proceeding  this  way,  been  taken,  and  we  have  the  fullest  assnraiice. 
stated  in  my  letter  to  (Lionel  Monroe,  arose  that  by  the  first  day  of  June  it  will  be  acenm- 
froin  the  time  that  would  be  necessary  to  con-  plished. 

struct  boats  after  we  should  have  arrived  at  This  fact  assumed,  there  can  be  no  longer  a 
the  strait;  but  this  objection  is  entirely  ob-  doubt  by  what  means,  or  by  what  route,  tl)'* 
viated  by  our  obtaining  the  command  of  the  division  of  the  army  assigned  to  you,  ought  to 
lake,  as  the  boats  and  perouges  built  on  the  approach  Malden.  A  passage  by  rvatcr  will 
Miami  will  answer  the  purpose.  IVith  re-  carry  you  directly  to  the  fortress  you  would 
gard  to  the  quantum  of  force,  my  opinion  is,  attack  without  impairing  your  strength  by  fa- 
that  not  only  the  regular  troops,  designated  tigiie,,efr  diminishing  it  by  l)attle.  A  passage 
in  your  letter,  but  a  large  auxiliary  corps  of  by  laml  will,  on  the  other  hand,  call  for  great 
militia  shoiild‘be  employed.  The  only  objec-  efforts,  and  expose  you  to  great  losses,  which, 
t ion  arises  from  the  expensiveness  of  troops  if  they  do  not  destroy,  will  at  least  cripph 
of  that  description.  This,  however,  could  not  you.  The  former  will  be  easy,  safe,  and  eco- 
be  an  object,  considering  the  very  short  time  nomioal ;  the  latter  difiWult,  dangerous,  and 
that  it  would  l>c  necessary  to  employ  tlieni.  enormously  expensive. 

Let  the  moment  for  the  commencement  of  the  On  the  other  supiwsition,  that  we  fail  to  ob- 
march  from  the  Rapids  be  fixed,  and  the  mili-  tain  the  commaiul  of  the  lake,  a  new  question 
tia  might  betaken  to  that  point,  proceed  and  will  arise ;  whether  the  campaign  shall  take 
accomplish  the  object,  and  return  home  in  two  an  offensive  or  defensive  character  ?  Be  this 
months.  question  determined  as  it  may,  the  utmost 

“  Amongst  the  reasons  which  make  it  ne-  extent  which  can  be  given  to  the  force  eui- 
cessary  to  employ  a  large  force,  I  am  sorry  to  ployed,  will  be  7,0(K)  effectives, 
mention  the  dismay  and  disinclination  to  the  Various  reasons  determine  this  point.  The 
service  which  appears  to  prevail  in  the  w'est-  enemy  have  never  had  in  the  field,  for  llw^ 
ern  country  ;  numbers  must  give  that  coiiti-  defence  of  Malden,  more  than  2,000  men. 
deuce  which  ought  to  be  produced  by  con-  Their  number  has  no  doubt  been  hitherto 
scions  valour  and  intrepidity,  which  never  ex-  limited  by  their  means  of  suljsisteuce,  and 
jsted  in  any  army  in  a  superior  degree,  than  this  cause  is  not  likely  to  suffer  any  very  ma- 
amongst  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  which  terial  change  in  their  favour  during  the  ensuing 
were  with  me  through  the  winter.  The  new  campaign.  More  than  7,(X)0  men,  therefore, 
drafts  from  this  state  are  entirely  of  another  would  be  unnecessary  on  our  part.  Again  :  to 
character,  and  are  not  to  l^e  depended  upon,  maintain  a  greater  number,  would  be  iinprac- 
I  have  no  doubt,  liow^ever,  but  a  sufficient  ticable,  in  the  present  state  of  the  treasury. 
puml>er  ofgoorl  men  can  be  procurc‘d,  and  It  now  remains  only  to  signify  to  you,  ciear- 
should  they  be  allowed  to  serve  on  horseback,  ly  and  distinctly,  the  kind  of  force  the  govera- 
Kcntucky  would  furnish  some  regiments  that  inent  mean  hereafter  to  employ  in  ofiensive 
would  be  not  inferior  to  those  that  fought  at  operations,  if  it  can  be  obtained, 
thf)  River  Raisin,  and  they  were,  in  my  opin-  When  the  legislature,  at  their  last  session, 
ion,  superior  to  any  militia  that  ever  took  the  adopted  the  measure  of  augmenting  the  army 
field  ill  mo<lerii  times.  Eight  troops  of  cavaliy  to  52  regiments  of  the  line,  it  was  expressly 
have  been  formed  in  Kentucky,  to  offer  me  in  tlie  view  of  superseding  hereai‘ter  the  no- 
tlieir  service  ;  and  several  of  them  were  in-  cessity  of  employing  militia,  excepting  in  mo- 
tended  for  12  months  volunteers.  Governor  men ts  of  actual  invasion.  In  obedience  to  this 
Shelby  has  some  thoughts  of  taking  the  field  in  policy,  the  president  assigned  to  the  8th  mili- 
person — a  number  of  good  men  will  follow  taiy  district  of  the  United  States  four  of  thase 
him.  lie  thinks  that  an  address  from  me  to  new  regiments,  which,  if  filled,  and  superadd- 
the  people  of  the  state  would  have  a  gowl  ef-  ed  to  the  two  regiments  of  the  line  now  in  that 
feet.  1  have  strong  objections  to  those  address-  district,  and  the  24th  in  march  for  it,  will 
es,  but  will  nevertheless  have  recourse  to  give  a  total  of  seven  regiments,  or  7,000  men. 
one,  should  other  means  fail  of  bringing  for-  This  uuinber  forbids  the  belief,  that  any  lem- 
ward  a  sufficient  force.  ployinciit  of  militia  di-afts  w  ill  be  necessary, 

“  Every  exertion  shall  in  the  mean  time  be  when  it  shall  have  been  collected.  Till,  Iiow'- 
used  to  forward  the  recruiting  seiwice ;  for  a  ever,  this  be  done,  or  at  least  till  time  he 
few  weeks  I  think  that  my  services  would  be  given  for  the  experiment,  so  many  militia 
more  useful  in  that  than  any  other  employ-  only  are  to  be  called  out,  as  shall  benecessaiy 
meut.”  for  the  drfence  of  your  jwsts  on  the  Miami,  and 

JVar  Department,  April  4,  1813.  of  your  depots  of  provision  on  the  lake.  And 
Sin — Yonrdespatch  of  the  17th  ultimo,  from  should  the  recruiting  service  goon  less  fortu- 
Chilicothe,  has  been  received,  and  I  hasten  nately  in  the  patriotic  states  of  Kentucky  and 
tq  report  to  you  the  views  of  the  president,  in  Ohio,  than  in  other  parts  of  the  union,  you  arc 
relation  to  the  next  campaign,  and  the  in-  in  that  case,  and  in  that  case  only,  autJiorized 
junctions  growing  out  of  these,  with  regard  to  to  call  out  so  many  militia  drajls  as  will  make 
the  employment  of  militia,  &c.  good  the  deficiency;  and  organizing  these  under 
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the  rules  already  prescribed,  await  the  furtlier 
orders  of  the  president  in  your  camp  at  the 
Rapids.  ■  <  '• 

To  these  orders  I  have  to  add,  that  you  will 
regard  it  as  your  duty  to  keep  this  departmont 
refill  iarly  and  frequently  informed  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  condition  of  the  troops  under  your  com¬ 
mand;  as  well  in  regard  to  equipment  and 
supplies  of  provision  and  ammunition,  as  to 
number,  discipline  and  health ;  and  that  your 
weekly  ami  monthly  reports  shall  include  al¬ 
so  thr  state  of  the  ordnance  and  quartermas¬ 
ter’s  departments,  noting  particularly  the 
number  of  horses  and  oxen  employed  by  both. 
You  will  readily  perceive  the  necessity  for 
giving  this  order,  when  I  state,  that  no  return 
of  any  description,  from  your  division  of  tlie 
army  has  ever  b<^en  re.ceivcd  at  the  adjutant 
general’s  office.  Your  proportion  of  the  new 
staff  has  been  given  to  you.  Captain  Adams 
has  been  ap{KHnted  assistant  adjutant  general, 
and  Mr.  Bartlett  deputy  quartermaster  gene¬ 
ra!  of  your  division.  The  Brigadier  Generals 
M‘Arthur  and  Cass  are  employed  in  superin¬ 
tending  the  recruiting  service.  A  letter  from 
the  latter  gives  reason  to  believe,  that  this 
will  go  on  well  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

1  am,  sir,  very  resj)ectfnlly,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Har^ 
rison  to  Ike  secretary  of  7mr,  dated  Head 
Quarters^  Camp  April  21,  1813. 

The  plan  of  future  operations,  as  laid 
down  in  your  letter  of  Gie  4th,  i.s  no  doubt 
the  best  that  could  have  been  devised  in  the 
iBvent  of  tlie  promised  naval  success,  and  a 
firosperons  issue  •  to  the  recruiting  business. 
Vly  n>easures  will,  thf?r€fore,  be  entirely  di¬ 
rected  to  the  prosecution  of  the  campaign  in 
lhat  way. 

“  There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  as  to  the 
ulterior  operations  of  the  campaign. 

“  I  shall  cause  the  movements  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  be  narrowly  watched ;  but  in  the  event 
of  their  landing  at  lower  Sandusky,  that  post 
vannot  be^saved.  I  will  direct  it,  in  such  an 
ovent,  to  be  evacuated,  ^fhe  stores  there 
are  not  of  much  consequence,  excepting  about 
^SOO  stands  of  arms,  which  T  will  cause  to  be 
removed  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  practicable ; 
At  present  it  is  impossible.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
Major  General  JVilliam  H.  Harrison^  dated 
War  Department^  May  21, 1813. 

^  Yonr  letter  of  the  21st  and  2hth  ultimo, 
have  been  received.  I  never  meant'  that  you, 
or  your  artillery,  or  stores  for  the  campaigu, 
now  collected  at  PV>rt  Meigs,  should  be 
brought  back  to  Cleveland-  fot  embarkation. 
My  intention  was,  that  the  boats  built  there 
should  nK)ve  along  the  coast  in  the  wake  of 
the  fleet  to  Sandusky,  or  to  the  very  foot  of 
tlie  Rapids,  if  that  were  practicable  and  cx- 
pjMlient,  taking  in  on  the  route  what  was  want* 
fjd.  Th«  boats  building  and  built  by  3fajor 


Jessup  are  not  decked,  but  strong  and  high 
sided,  and  very  competent  to  the  navigation 
of  tiie  lake,  particularly  between  the  chain  ot 
islands  and  Uie  west  shore.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  qf  war  to 
Major  General  Harrison^  dated  War  Depart* 
ment.  May  21,  1813. 

”  Your  future  requisitions  for  ordnance  • 
stores  will  be  governed  by  the  quantity  on 
hand  at  Fort  Meigs  and  Frankiinton,  and  by 
the  number  and  calibers  of  the  pieces  you 
propose  to  take  with  you  against  Malden. 
Your  whole  train,  if  I  am  well  informed, 
amounts  to  thirty-five  pieces,  of  which  nine 
are  18  pounders. 

“  The  24th  regiment  was,  on  the  lOth  in¬ 
stant,  at  Ijexingtoii,  (Kentucky,)  on  their  wa}? 
to  Cleveland.  You  will  give  it  any  other  point 
of  rendezvous  you  may  think  proper,  and 
adopt  such  means  to  assemble  the  other  parts 
of  your  division  as  will  be  most  advisjihle. 
On  this  head,  I  would  but  suggest,  that  tlie 
arrangement  which  shall  best  mask  your  real 
design  and  most  impress  the  enemy  with  a 
belief  that  your  inarch  to  Malden  will  be  by 
land,  will  be  the  best. 

“Clothing  for  the  20th,  27tli  and  28th  regi¬ 
ments  has  forwarded  from  Philadeljihia. 

“  The  last  accounts  of  the  lioats  preparing 
by  Major  Jessup  were  favourable.  That  offi¬ 
cer  will  nece&iiarily  report  to  you  and  take 
your  orders.” 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
Major  General  Ilarrison,  dated  War  Depart* 
merd,  July  14,  1813. 

“  Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Perry 
to  eommunicato  to  you  the  naval  movements, 
and  concert  with  you  the  necessary  co-opera¬ 
tions. 

“  Of  the  militia,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
;  wliat  in  your  judgment  will  be  necessary. 

I  Such  of  the  Kentucky  militia  as  are  in  service 
would  be  better  tlian  a  new  draft.  There  is 
I  (of  the  Pennsylvania  militia)  one  regiment  at 
Erie,  armed,  equipped,  &c.  These  are  sub¬ 
jected  to  your  command.” 

War  Department,  Aug,  5,  1813. 

I  Sm — The  best  interpretation  of  the  late 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  quarter,  is 
that  De  Rottenberg  has  detached  to  the  aid  of 
Proctor  betw'een  four  and  five  hundred  men, 
and  that  with  these  he  is  attempting  to  save 
Malden  by  attacking  Fort  Meigs.  .  There  is 
no  objection  to  your  appointing  the  sergeants 
to  other  offices  pro  tempore.  Captain  But¬ 
ler  has  been  appointed  ins^rof  the  32d  regi¬ 
ment,  and  Lieutenant  M'Gee  captain  in  toe 
42d. 

.1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG.  * 
Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from^  Major  WiUmm  H, 
Harrison  to  ike  secretea^  qf  nm,  doled  Head 
Quarters,  Seneca  Town,  Anguat  22,  1813. 

“  I  am  exerting  every  nerve  to  oomplefe 
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my  preparations  for  crossing  the  lake,  as  soon 
as  I  am  reinforced  by  2,(XXi  of  the  Kentncky 
militia.  That  numl^er  is  indispensable,  from 
the  sickly  state  of  the  regular  troops,  of 
whom  1  shall  think  myself  fortunate  to  take 
with  me  two-fifths  of  the  aggregate  amount.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Maj,  General  Harrison^ 
to  the  secretary  of  rvar,  dated  Head  Quarters^ 
Seneca  Town,  Augnst  29,  1813. 

“  I  shall  be  able  to  eral^rk  some  day  be¬ 
tween  the  loth  and  l.'^th  procimo,  with  up¬ 
wards  of  2,0(K)  regular  troops  and  3,000  militia. 
Every  exertion  has  been,  and  is  continued  to 
be  made,  to  prepare  for  the  contemplated  of¬ 
fensive  operations;  but  as  we  could  not  na¬ 
vigate  the  lake  until  our  flotilla  came  up,  nor 
accumulate  at  any  point  on  its  margin,  the 
stores  that  were  at  Upper  Sandusky  and  Fort 
Winchester,  during  Proctor’s  late  invasion,  it 
will  take  the  time  I  have  mentioned  before 
the  embarkation  can  be  effected.  It  might 
be  facilitated  by  moving  the  troops  that  are 
here  immediately  to  the  lake,  and  then  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  Kentucky  militia.  But  so  ex¬ 
tremely  unhealthy  is  the  whole  of  the  south¬ 
ern  sliore,  from  Huron  to  the  River  Raisin, 
that  the  most  fatal  effects  would  follow  the 
keeping  the  troops  upon  it,  even  for  a  few 
days.  You  can  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
dreadful  effects  of  the  immense  lK)dy  of  stag¬ 
nant  water,  with  which  the  vicinity  of  the 
lake  alKMinds,  from  the  state  of  the  troops  at 
Ix)wer  Sandusky.  Upwards  of  90  are  this 
morning  reported  on  the  sick  list,  out  of  about 
220.  Those  at  Fort  Meigs  are  not  much  bet¬ 
ter.” 

Extrojct  (f  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harri¬ 
son,  to  the  secretary  of  jvar,  dated  Head  Quar¬ 
ters,  Bass  Island,  Sept.  22,  1813. 

“  The  greater  part  of  the  tixwps  are  here 
witli  me,  and  the  whole  will,  I  believe,  be  up 
by  12  o'clock.  1  shall  proceed  as  far  as  the 
Middle  Sister  in  the  course  of  to-night  and  to- 
iporrow,  and  in  the  following  night  get  so  near 
the  enemy’s  coast  as  fo  land  two  or  three 
miles  below  Malden  by  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  These  prospects  may,  however,  be 
retarded  by  adverse  winds.  Commodore  Per¬ 
ry  gives  me  every  assistance  in  his  power,  but 
his  crews  were  so  much  cut  up  in  the  late  ac¬ 
tion,  that  he  cannot  navigate  his  vessels  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  my  men.” 

War  Department,  Sackefs  Harbour,  \ 
September  22,  1813.  S 
Sir— Information  has  reached  me  through 
various  but  unofficial  channels,  that  Commo¬ 
dore  Perry  had  capture<l  the  whole  of  the 
British  fleet  on  Lake  Erie.  If  this  be  tnie, 
it  is  matter  of  much  personal  and  public  con¬ 
gratulation.  It  enables  you  to  make  sure  of 
Malden,  and  as  a  subsequent  measure,  to  car¬ 
ry  your  main  body  down  the  lake,  and  by 
throwing  youiNelf  into  De  Rottenberg’s  rear, 
to  comj>el  him  to  quit  his  new  positions  be¬ 
fore  Fort  George.  After  General  Wilkinson 


shall  have  left  that  place,  there  will  be  found 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  Niagara,  a  forcv‘ 
amounting  to  3,000  men,  who  wdll  be  subject 
to  your  orders.  By  giving  this  new  direction 
to  your  operations,  you  will  readily  perceive 
of  how  much  more  importance  it  is,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  the  executive,  to  be  able  to  ex- 
p<’I  the  tmemy  from  the  country  lying  between 
the  two  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  than  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  Indians  into  their  woody  and  distant 
recesses.  A  few  days  will  put  us  in  motion 
from  this  point. 

Accept  my  best  wislies,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
General  Harrison. 

Head  Quarters,  Amherstburgh, ) 
September  27,  1813.  S 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that 
I  landed  the  army  under  my  command  aiwut 
three  miles  below  this  place,  at  three  o’clock 
this  evening,  without  opposition,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  in  an  hiuir  after.  Ge¬ 
neral  Proctor  has  retreated  to  Samiwich  witii 
his  regular  troops  and  Indians,  having  pre¬ 
viously  burned  the  fort,  navy  yard,  barrack', 
and  public  store  houses.  The  two  latter  ivcrc* 
very  extensive,  covering  several  acres  of 
ground.  I  will  pursue  the  enemy  to-morrow-, 
although  there  is  no  probability  of  overta¬ 
king  him,  as  he  has  upwards  of  one  thousand 
horses,  and  we  have  not  one  in  the  army,  I 
shall  think  myself  fortunate  to  Ikj  able  to  col¬ 
lect  a  sufficiency  to  mount  the  general  dficers. 
It  is  supposed  here,  tliat  General  JVoctor  in¬ 
tends  to  establish  himself  u[)on  tiic  Kiver 
French,  forty  miles  from  Maiden. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respeej, 
vour  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  IIARRLSOxV. 
John  Armstrong,  Esq.  Secretary  of  B  ar. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  lllXliain 
Harrison  to  the  secretary  tf  war,  dated  Head 
Quarters,  near  Moravian  Town,  on  the  river 
Thames,  80  miles  from  Ddruit,  October  0, 
1813. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon,  that 
by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  tlie  army  un¬ 
der  iny  command  has  this  evening  ofitained 
a  complete  victory  over  the  combined  Indian 
and  British  forces,  under  the  command  of 
General  Proctor.  I  believe  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  regulars  are  taken  or 
killed;  amongst  the  former  are  all  the  supe¬ 
rior  officers,  excepting  General  Proctor.  My 
mounted  men  are  now  in  pumiit  of  him.  Our 
loss  is  veiT  trifling.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harri¬ 
son  to  the  secretary  of  wttt,  dated  Head  Quar¬ 
ters,  Detroit,  October  16, 1813. 

“  A  detachment  of  the  army,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier  General  McArthur',  has 
been  for  some  days  waiting  at  this  place  for 
the  necessary  provisions  to  proceed  to  Lake 
Michigan,  lam  sorry  to  inform  you,  how¬ 
ever,  that  from  the  effect  of  a  yiedent  storm 
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there  is  now  no  pro.s-pect  of  accoraplishins;  that 
desiratile  object,  the  induction  of  Michilimac- 
kinac,  this  season.  It  is  with  the  greatest 
regret  I  inform  you,  that  it  is  almost  reduced 
to  a  certainty,  that  two  of  our  schooners  have 
hi*en  lost  on  Lake  Krie,  the  Chippewa,  and 
Ohio ;  the  former  loaded  with  the  baggage  of 
the  troops  from  Hass  Island,  the  latter  with 
fkuir  and  salt  provisions  from  Cleveland. 

UpiJn  a  consultation  with  the  two  brigadiers 
and  Commodore  Perry  and  Cap-ain  Elliot,  it 
was  unahimously  determined,  tiiat  the  season 
is  too  far  adram^ed  to  attempt  an  expedition 
To  Maceinao,  if  it  were  not  commenced  in  two 
op  three  days,  and  there  was  no  hope  of  the 
5.aj>plies  iK'ing  obtained  in  that  time. 

It  is  geiunally  believed  here,  that  General 
Proctor  despat cIkmI  an  order  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  at  Mac<*inac  to  destroy  the  post  and 
retreat  by  the  way  of  Grand  River.  At  any 
cate,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  importance  to 
have  that  place  in  our  possession  during  the 
winter,  cut  otl' as  it  is  from  a  communication 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.” 

SackeVs  Harbour t  1813. 

Sir — The  enemy’s  corps  before  Fort  George 
broke  up  their  cantonments  oii  the  9th,  and 
marched  rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which 
he  reached  on  the  lltli.  By  taking  this  route 
he  may  intend  to  reinforce  Proctor  on  the 
River  French,  or  Kingston,  at  the  head  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence.  He  was  apprized^of  the 
abandonment  of  Malden  W4  the  .^th. 

We  arc  perhaps  too  remote  to  profit  by 
each  others  suggestions  ;  but  it  docs  not  ap¬ 
pear  tome,  that  Sandwich  is  the  point  at  which 
Proctor  will  stop,  if  you  pursue  him.  From 
Point  aiix  Fins,  on  Lake  Erie,  there  is  a  good 
road  to  Chatham,  on  the  Tliames,  the  distance 
not  nvire  than  twenty-four  miles.  Were  this 
gained,  and  travelled  back  to  Sandwich,  the 
enemy’s  means  of  subsistence  might  be  de- 
stroyefl,  and  himself  cnmpelled  to  surrender. 
■But  of  the  practicability  of  tins,  you  arc  the 
best  judge.  My  opinion  is  suggested  by  the 
map. 

The  first  division  of  this  army  sailed  two 
days  ago.  The  second  and  reserve  follow  to¬ 
day. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison^ 

Com.  the  Sfh  Mil.  Dist.  U.  S. 

Extract  qf  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harris 
iiontothe  secretan/ of  war^  dated  Head  Quor- 
ters^  Erie^  Pa.  October  22,  1813. 

“  Soon  after,  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th 
inst.  was  written,  1  was  informed  tliat  a  spe¬ 
cial  messenger,  with  despatches  from  you, 
had  left  Bass  Island  in  the  schooner  Chippewa, 
which  had  been  driven  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Detroit  River  in  a  violent  storm ;  and  from 
the  circumstance  of  a  quantity  of  baggage  be¬ 
longing  to  the  officers,  which  was  known  to 
have  l^D  on  board,  being  ibund  on  the  lake 
shore,  she  was  believed  to  have  been  lost. 


As  1  had  nearly  completed  the  arrangement 
for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians, 
although  I  had  no  information  as  to  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  array  on  lioke  Ontario,  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  embark  General  M‘Arthur’s  bri^c 
and  the  battalion  of  the  United  States  rifle¬ 
men,  and  proceed  with  them  down  the  lake 
until  I  could  receive  some  certain  iiitbrmation 
of  the  movements  of  the  army  under  General 
Wilkinson,  and  what  was  expected  from  rae. 

I  arrivcid  here  this  morning  with  Commodore 
Perry  in  the  Ariel,  having  left  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet  at  Bass  Island.  It  is  probable 
they  will  be  here  this  evening,  when  we  shall 
immediately  proceed  to  Buffalo.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Har^ 

rison^  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Head 

Quarters,  Biiffalo,  JV.  Y.  October  24, 1813. 

“  1  have  this  moment  landed  at  this  place, 
from  on  board  the  schooner  Ariel,  which  is 
one  of  seven  vessels,  with  which  1  left  Detroit, 
having  on  board  the  greater  part  of  McArthur’s 
brigade,  and  the  detachment  of  the  United 
States  rifle  regiment,  under  colonel  Smith. 
The  other  vessels  are  all,  I  believe,  in  sight, 
and  will  be  up  in  a  short  time.  The  aggre¬ 
gate  number  of  troops  with  me,  is  about  l,3tX> 
but  not  more  than  1,000  fit  for  diitv.  Before 
this  reaches  you,  you  will  nodoutit  be  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  loss  of  your  messenger,  Capt.  Brown, 
with  the  despatches  that  were  entrusted  with 
him.  Not  having  received  your  directions, 
and  being  entirely  ignorant  of  the  state  of  our 
military  operations  in  this  quarter,  I  was 
much  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed ;  but 
believing  that  General  Ca.ss  with  liis  brigade 
would  be  able  to  secure  Detroit  and  our  adja¬ 
cent  conquests,  after  having  concluded  an  ar¬ 
mistice  with  the  greater  part  of  the  hostile 
tribes,  I  concluded  that  1  could  not  do  better 
than  to  move  down  the  lake  witli  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  troops.  A  part  of  M‘ Ar¬ 
thur’s  brigade  is  still  at  the  Bass  Islands,  where 
they  were  left  for  the  w'ant  of  the  means  of 
conveyance ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  baggage  was  also  leil  for  the  same  cause. 
Means,  liowever,  have  been  taken  to  collect 
and  bring  them  on. 

“  I  shall  move  down  the  troops  immediately 
to  Fort  George,  where  I  shall  await  your  or¬ 
ders,  unless  an  opportunity  should  previously 
occur  of  striking  at  the  enemy.  The  infor¬ 
mation  I  have  received  here,  of  the  situation 
and  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  is  vague  and  contradictory.’* 

War  Department,  Wilna,  Oct.  30, 1813. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  of  the 
24th  instant. 

The  despatch  by  Captain  Brown,  and  which 
with  him  was  lost  in  Lake  Erie,  suggested, 
as  an  ulterior  movement,  the  coming  down  to 
the  Niagara  River,  and  putting  yourself  on 
the  right  and  rear  of  De  Rottenberg’s  posi¬ 
tion  before  Fort  George  ;  while  Geo.  M‘Ciure, 
with  his  brigade  of  militia,  volimteorg  and 
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Indians,  should  approach  them  in  front.  The 
enemy  seems  to  have  been  aware  of  this,  or 
ol‘  some  similar  movement,  as  he  be«;an  his 
retreat  on  the  9th,  and  did  not  stop  until  he 
iiad  gained  the  head  of  Ihirlington  Bay,  where 
1  understand,  by  report,  he  yet  is.  This  is 
his  last  strong  hold  in  the  peninsula.  Routed 
from  this,  he  must  surrender  or  make  his 
way  down  Lake  Ontario  to  Kingston.  His 
ibree  is  estimated  at  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
effectives.  The  capture  or  destruction  of 
this  corps  would  be  a  glorious  finale  to  your 
campaign.  Our  operations  in  this  quarter  are 
but  beginningy  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to 
have  ended. 

1  shall  go  on  slowly  towards  Utica,  where 
I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Adjutant 
General  Gaines. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 

General  HarrisoHy  dated  Boomvilley  Novem¬ 
ber  3y  1813. 

“  I  have  fortunately  met  Colonel  Gaines  on 
the  w^y  to  his  regiment.  The  dep^ity  pay¬ 
master  shall  have  orders  to  attend  to  the  bri¬ 
gade  yoti  have  brought  with  you.  Captain 
Butler  will  act  as  your  assistant  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral,  and  shall  receive  an  ap{>ointment  as 
such.  The  officers  of  the  several  corps  com¬ 
posing  your  division,  (as  well  those  at  Fort 
George,  as  of  General  Cass’s  brigade,)  not  in¬ 
dispensable  to  the  command  of  the  tnwps  now 
in  the  field,  should  be  despatched  on  the  re¬ 
cruiting  service.  I  need  net  invoke  your  at¬ 
tention  to  a  subject  so  important  to  the  early 
•smd  successful  opening  of  the  next  campaign, 
and  to  the  extent  and  character  of  your  par¬ 
ticular  command.  Will  the  whole  of  Cass’s 
brigade  lie  wanted  to  the  westward  ?  In  the 
event  of  a  peace  with  the  savages,  a  less  force 
would  be  sufficient;  and,  to  hasten  and  se¬ 
cure  this  event,  the  present  moment  and  the 
present  impressions  must  be  seized.  Of  the 
warriors,  suing  for  peace,  one  or  more  should 
be  sent  by  the  nearest  route,  and  by  the  most 
expeditious  mode,  to  the  Creek  Nation.  The 
story  of  their  defeat  by  you,  and  subs'equent 
abandonment  by  the  British,  communicated 
by  themselves,  would  probably  have  a  decided 
effect  on  their  red  brethren  of  the  south,  and 
save  us  the  trouble  and  expense  of  l)eating 
them  into  a  sense  of  their  own  interest.  When 
I  wrote  to  you  from  Wilna,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  our  attack  would  bo  made  directly 
upon  Kingston  or  upon  Montreal.  Reasons 
ekist  for  preferring  the  latter  course,  and  have 
probably  determined  General  Wilkinson  to 
go  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  In  this  case,  the 
enemy  will  have  at  Kingston,  besides  his  fleet, 
a  garrison  of  iwelue  or  fourteen  hundred  men. 
Had  we  not  a  corps  in  the  neighbourhood,  these 
might  do  mischief^  and  even  render  insecure 
the  winter  sUtion.  of  our  fleet.  To  prevent 


this  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  draw  together 
at  Sacket’s  Harbour,  a  considerable  military 
force.  There  are  now  at  that  post  between 
four  and  five  hundred  men  of  all  descriptions ; 
siek,  convalescent  and  effective.  Col.  Scott’s 
detachment  (about  700)  are  on  their  march 
thither,  and  it  is  barely  possible  that  Colonel 
Randolph’s  (not  arriving  in  time  to  move  with 
the  army)  may  be  there  also.  This  does  not 
exceed  three  hundred  and  fifty.  M‘ Arthur’s 
brigade  added  to  these,  will  make  a  force  en¬ 
tirely  competent  to  our  object.  To  bring  this 
brigade  down  the  lake  you  must  have  the  aid 
of  the  fleet,  which  will  be  readily  given  by 
Commodore  Chauncey.  On  this  point  I  shall 
write  to  him  and  suggest  a  communication  with 
you  in  relation  to  it. 

This  new  disposition  will  render  necessary 
the  employment  of  so  many  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers,  now  in  service  under  General 
M^^lure,  as  you  may  deem  competent  to  the 
safe  keeping  of  Forts  George  and  Niagara  and 
their  dependencies.” 

Head  Qiiarlersy  Neivark^  Ncv.  Id,  1313. 

Sir — Commodore  Cliauucey  with  the  fleef 
arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  aud  iolbrined 
me  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  tlm  troops  to 
convey  them  down  the  lake ;  and  that  the  sea¬ 
son  was  so  far  advanced,  reuderiiig  the  naviga¬ 
tion  dangerous  to  the  smaller  vessels,  that  it 
w’as  desirable  tluT^  should  be  embarked  as  ex¬ 
peditiously  as  |H)ssible.  As  a  very  small  part 
of  the  militia  aud  volunteers  had  arrived,  and 
the  situation  ofSaeket’s  Harbour  appearing 
to  me  to  require  immediate  reinforcement,  I 
did  not  think  proper  to  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  postponing  the  departure  of 
the  troops  for  the  lower  part  of  the  lake,  con¬ 
formably  to  the  directions  contained  in  youE 
letter  of  the  3d  instant. 

The  information  I  received  yesterday,  from 
two  respectable  citizens  that  were  taken  near 
to  Fort  Meigs  in  June  last,  aud  who  made  their 
escape  in  an  open  boat  from  Burlington,  con¬ 
firms  me  in  the  propriety  of  semling  them 
These  men  state,  the  troops  rvere  hurrying  to 
Kingston  frmn  York  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
regulars  going  dorvn  in  boats  and  militia  bring¬ 
ing  the  latter  baek. 

The  troops  are  now  all  embarked  and  are 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Smith,  who  is 
an  officer  in  whose  capacity  aud  bravery  the. 
greatest  reliance  may  be  placed. 

I  shall  set  out  this  evening  for  the  seat  ol^ 
government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest 
consideration,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 

Hon.  John  Armstrongy  Esq. 

Secretary  qf  H  ar. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  Shelby,  in  relattOH 
to  the  Northwestern  campaign. 

Frankfort  y  Aug.  1,  1813. 

I  Sir— A  lew  days  ago  I  was  ^noured  with  a 
letter  from  Genersd  HarrisOB,  under  date  ^ 
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the  20th  ult.  by  his  aid-de-camp.  Major  Trim¬ 
ble.  In  it  he  says,  tJiat  “  he  had  just  receive<l 
a  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war,  authorizing 
him  to  call  from  the  neighbouring  states, 
such  numbers  of  militia  as  lie  might  deem  re¬ 
quisite  for  the  ensuing  operations  against  Up¬ 
per  Canada.**  In  pursuance  of  that  power,  he 
has  made  a  requisition  on  the  governnieut  of 
Kentucky  for  reinforcements,  and  has  referred 
me  to  Major  Trimble  for  information,  &c.  &c. 
ami  has  in  warm  terms  solicited  my  taking  the 
field  in  person.  Much  delay  would  have  been 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  ordering  out 
tlie  militia,  as  iitfantry  in  the  ordinaiy  mode, 
by  draft.  As  mounted  volunJteers^  a  competent 
force  can,  I  feel  confident,  be  easily  raised.  I 
have,  therefore,  appointed  the  31st  of  this 
month,  at  Newport,  in  this  state,  for  a  general 
rendezvous  of  mounted  volunteers. 

I  have  the  honour  of  inclosing,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  president,  a  copy  of  my  ad* 
dress  to  the  militia  of  this  state  on  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

The  prospect  of  acting  efficiently  against 
XT[)per  Canada  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  call  forth 
a  large  force  to  our  standard,  and  they  will  be 
immediately  marched  to  the  head  quarters  of 
the  northwestern  army,  in  such  bodies  as  will 
best  facilitate  their  movements;  when  there 
they  can  act  as  foot  or  mounted,  as  circum¬ 
stances  may  require. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  the 
president  on  this  subject  previous  to  my  de¬ 
parture  from  this  place,  and  I  request  the 
fovour  of  you  to  lay  this  letter  immediately 
before  him  for  his  consideration,  and  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  apprize  me  of  the  result  by 
the  earliest  conveyance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully, 
vour  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 

The  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  fVar. 

Red  IJoolc,  North  River^  Aug,  21,  1813. 

Sir — 1  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s  letter  of  the  1st  of  August  by  the 
soutliern  mail  of  yesterday,  and  of  learning 
from  the  war  office  that  a  copy  of  it  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  president  for  his  considera¬ 
tion  and  orders.  These  will  be  communica¬ 
ted  to  your  excellency  as  promptly  as  possible. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ax*..  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Kentucky, 

Note.  It  is  un<lerstood,  that  it  was  not  till 
the  receipt  o&  the  above  at  the  war  office,  for 
transmission  to. Kentucky,  that  Governor  Shel¬ 
by’s  letter  was  sent  to  the  president. 

War  Office,  Sept,  27,  1813. 

Sir — In  the  absence  of  tlie  secretary  at  war, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  excellency, 
^  hat  the  president  has  been  pleased  to  approve 
your  arrangements,  in  substituting  volunteers 
for  the  detached  militia  required  by  General 
Harrison. 

The  term  of  service  for  the  detachment  un¬ 
der  yonr  excellency,  must  depend  on  the  ar¬ 


rangements  of  the  commanding  geiteral,  icf 
whom  you  are  referred  for  the  necessary  In¬ 
formation  relative  to  their  duty,  and*  the 
points  where  your  troops  will  be  expected  to 
operate. 

It  will  be  proper  for  your  excellency  to  keep 
up  a  corres|)ondence  with  General  Harrison. 
This  is  rendered  the  more  necessary,  as  the 
s<*veral  requisitions  which  have  been  made  by 
him  for  volunteers  and  militia,  have  not  been 
accurately  reported  to  the  war  office  :  and  it 
is  possible  he  may  find  it  ad  vis-able  to  <lis- 
<!liarge  a  part  of  your  force  before  they  reach 
the  frontier. 

In  the  present  critical  period  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  it  seems  advisable  to  submit  all  further 
arrangements  to  General  Harrison,  under  the 
instructions  he  has  received  from  the  presi¬ 
dent  through  the  secretary  of  war. 

M^ith  pt  rfoct  respect,  1  have  the  honour  to 
be  your  excellency’s  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

DANIEL  PARKER,  C.  C.  War  Dep. 

His  Excellency  Isaac  Shelby, 

I  Governor  (f  Kentucky, 

Correspondence  between  the  Pecrotary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Hampton. 

September  1,  181.S. 

Dear  Sir — Prevost  has  gone  up  to  the  head 
of  the  lake ;  Yeo  has  followed  him.  The  ob¬ 
ject  is  either  to  attack  Boyd,  or  to  draw  Wil¬ 
kinson  to  the  west,  and  spin  out  the  campaign, 
without  either  giving  or  receiving  blows  o4’ 
decided  charat;ter.  In  either  case,  his  (l*re- 
vost’s)  rear  is  manifestly  neglected,  and  we 
must  not  lose  the  advantage  he  presents  for 
attacking  it.  Wilkinson  has  gone  to  Fort 
George  to  baffle  Prevost,  (if  tlie  former  be 
his  object)  and  to  bring  off’  the  army,  should » 
the  otlier  be  manifetiy  his  intention.  If 
Chauncey  lieat  Yeo,  Sir  George’s  case  will  be 
desperate.  This  is  the  pivot  on  which  tlie 
I  issue  of  the  campaign  turns. 

I  am  sir,  yours,  &.c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Camp,  near  Burlington,  September  7,  1813. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  came  to 
hand  by  express  the  last  evening.  My  disposi¬ 
tions  tor  a  movement  had  been  shaped  to  meet 
the  arrangement  communicated  in  my  letter 
of  the  31st  ultimo;  but  1  called  together 
the  heads  of  departments  this  morning  to 
know  how  far  it  would  be  practicable  to  an¬ 
ticipate  that  which  you  had  indicated  in  your 
despatch  of  the  29th,  and  it  W2is  found  iuiprao 
ticable. 

Learned’s  regiment  lias  not  arrived.  The 
ordnance  and  fixed  ammunition  belonging  to 
the  heavy  artillery  were  only  to  leave  Albany 
on  the  5th,  and  the  latter  for  the  infantry  is 
not  yet  on  its  way,  notwiUistanding  my  order 
to  Major  Bumtbrd,  as  early  as  the  l^h  or  15tii 
of  August :  and  without  it  I  shall  be  fifty 
rounds  a  man  short,  having  now  less  than  (ii'ty, 
including  those  in  the  cartridge  boxes.  But 
what  is  worse  than  all,  the  quarter  master 
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geuei'ars  arrangements,  tor  the  land  trans- 
portatioii,  i«  shaped  to  the  20tb,  and  camiot 
be  met  at  an  earlier  day. 

A  descent  by  water,  and  direct  attack  on 
the  Isle  aux  Noix,  is  out  ot*  the  question.  It 
is  a  place  of  immense  strength,  and  cannot  be 
approached  but  by  a  decided  superiority  ot 
naval  strength.  This  Commodore  M‘Donough 
does  not  pretend  to  assume  in  the  narrotv 
ivoiers.  He  has  this  morning  been  explicitly 
consulted  on  that  point.  Our  approach .  must 
be  by  the  plains  of  Arcadia.  I  have  directed 
a  monthly  return  to  be  enclased.  Our  strength 
will  be  less  than  4,000  effectives.  Lane  and 
Leonard*s  regiments  have  come  on,  with 
mumps  and  measels  upon  them,  and  totally 
destitute  of  the  least  instruction.  Too  much 
must  not  be  expected  from  us.  All  accounts 
concur  in  representing  the  force  of  the  enemy 
at  more  than  5,000,  exclusive  of  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  incorparated  militia  (twelve  mouths 
men)  stationed  at  the  Cedars  and  Cascades^ 
some  distance  up  the  St.  Lawrence.  If  any  j 
have  gone  to  Kingston,’  they  have  been  de-  j 
tached  from  these  points.  These  battalions 
consist  of  400  men  each. 

I  shall  expect  inlbrmation  from  you  re¬ 
specting  the  state  of  things  above,  but  shall 
not  wait  a  moment  for  it,  after  I  am  ready. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respect¬ 
fully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Hon  John  Armstrong,  secretary  qf  war. 

Socket's  Harhmir,  Sefttmber  12,  1813. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been 
received. 

Chauncey  probably  fought  a  battle  on  the 
11th  instant.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  dis¬ 
tinctly  heard  at  this  place  for  several  hours, 
and  a  boat  from  Great  Sodos  states,  that  an 
engagement  between  the  fleets  took  place  off 
Presque  Isle  on  the  nortliern  shore  of  tlie  lake. 
(Presque  Isle  is  nearly  opposite  to  Great  So- 
dus.)  We  are  anxiously  looking  for  the  re¬ 
sult.  Had  Chauncey  been  beaten,  or  so  crip¬ 
pled  as  to  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  go  into 
port,  we  should  have  seen  him  before  to-day. 
His  absence  and  his  silence  gives  us,  therefore, 
an  assurance,  tliat  whatever  may  have  been 
the  issue  of  the  battle,  it  has  not  disabled  him 
from  covering  the  intended  movement  of  the 
troops. 

Our  information  differs  widely  from  yours 
as  to  the  strength  of  tlie  enemy  at  Montreal 
and  its  dependencies.  A  deserter  from  a 
British  detachment  of  300  men,  moving  from 
Montreal  to  Kingston,  and  who  left  them  near 
the  head  of  the  rapids,  came  to  this  post  the 
day  before  yesterday.  He  states  tiiat  the 
whole  regular  force  near  Montreal  does  not  ex¬ 
ceed  1,000  effectives,  aiud  that  but  300  invalids 
have  been  left  at  Quebec.  This  agrees  with 
information  received  through  other  channels 
less  direct,  and  perhaps  less  correct  than  yours. 

From  General  Wilkinson  1  have  not  heard  a 
syllable  since  bis  arrival  at\Fort  George,  which 
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was  on  the  4th  lost.  He  muat  bat  be  on  the 
point  of  moving.  , 

The  10th  and  32d  regiments  are  In  march  for 
Plattsburgh.  The  latter  was  destined  for  this 
place,  but  learning  that  it  could  not  leave 
Philadelphia  before  the  12th,  I  have  given  to 
it  the  shorter  march  .and  nearer  scene  ol*  ac¬ 
tion. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  naval  means 
on  Lake  Champlain  should  have  fallen  so  far 
short  of  their  object.  To  our  operations  aa* 
ascendancy  in  the  narrow  parts  of  the  lake  is 
of  infinite  moment.  '  A  well  chosen  position 
on  the  plains  is  the  alternative  of  most  pro¬ 
mise.  It  may  keep  the  diflerent  corps  of  the 
enemy  in  a  state  ot’  separation. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yoOr: 
most  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Hampton. 

Head  Quarters,  Cumberland  Head,  J 
September  15,  1813.  f 

Sir — I  have  got  my  forces  nearly  concen* 
trated  at  this  point ;  and  with  M*Donough’ft 
aid,  have  put  a  stopper  on  the  lake  which 
insures  tranquillity  while  iny  preparations  are 
going  on.  All  now  depends  on  the  quarter¬ 
master  general,  and  1  believahe  will  surmount 
every  obstacle.  1  shaM  soon  be  readv. 

I  am,  &c.  WADE  HAMPTON. 

Secretary  of  fVar, 

Socket's  Harbmtr,  Septemher  19,'^  1813. 

Dfar  General — Chauncey  has  chased  Yeo 
round  the  lake  and  obliged  him  to  take  she!-* 
ter  in  Kingston.  The  commodore  has  now 
gone  up  to  Fort  George  to  bring  down  the 
troops.  We  are  ready  at  this  point  to  em¬ 
bark.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  the  30th  before 
onr  force  wifi  be  assembled  and  in  motion. 
Your  movements  may  of  course  be  somewhat 
delayed ;  say  tp  the  25tli  or  26th. 

It  is  believed  in  Kingston  that  Sir  George 
Prevost  is  about  going  to  Quebec,  Will  be 
not  stop  at  Montreal  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 

General  Hampton, 

Head  Quarters  at  Little  Ckasy,  } 
September  22,  1813. 

Sir — At  six  o’clock,  F.  M.  on  the  19th,  I 
dropped  down  with  the  army  from  Cumber¬ 
land  Head  lor  the  shore  near  this  place,  and 
landed  at  twelve  o’clock  at  night,  and  in  an 
hoar  alter  had  the  light  corps  of  the  army  in 
motion  against  the  advanced  posts  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  Snell ing’s  command  against  a  post  a  lit¬ 
tle  over  the  line,  on  the  lake  shore,  and  Ha¬ 
milton’s  against  Odletown.  The  blow  was  to 
have  been  stiiick  at  the  dawn,  and  the  corps 
were  to  unite  at  the  latter  place,  twelve  miles 
distant.  Both  corps  were  misled  by  their 
guides.  Snelling  finding  himself  out  of  his 
way  for  the  first  point,  pushed  for  the  second, 
and  as  Hamilton  had  taken  a  circuit  to  get  be% 
low  it,  Snelling  arrived  first  and  fell  upon  th% 
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picquet  in  a  house,  whicli  he  killed  or  took, 
except  two  or  three,  and  the  main  body  es¬ 
caped. 

Hamilton  arrived  soon  after;  the  army 
joined  them  a  little  after  nine.  A  few  despe¬ 
rate  Indians  continued  to  lurk  about  the  dis¬ 
tant  bushes,  and  frequently  crawled  up  and 
fired  upon  the  sentries  during  the  day  and  the 
succeeding  night. 

One  was  killed  upon  his  post  in  the  dark, 
and  two  or  three  others  wounded.  They  were 
frequently  drove  off' and  the  thickets  scoured, 
but  tliey  continued  to  hover  round  as  long  as 
we  staid.  The  army  had  on  their  backs  five 
flays’  provisions,  and  my  intention  was  to  push 
through  the  wood,  remove  all  obstructions,  and 
repair  the  roads  tor  our  supplies,  artillery, 
baggsuge,  &c.  which  was  to  follow ;  but  an  in¬ 
surmountable  difficulty  occurred  which  at  once 
defied  all  human  exertion,  llie  drought  had 
been  uncommon,  and  I  had  some  doubts  of  the 
practicability  of  procuring  water  for  the  troops, 
horses  and  teams ;  but  the  points  of  Odletown, 
La  C^ole,  and  the  river  La  Cadia,  were  re¬ 
presented  to  me  as  a  sure  resource. 

Ttie  troops,  however,  soon  dried  up  the  wells 
and  springs  of  Odletown,  and  tlie  beds  of  lia 
(^le  and  La  Cadia  are  represented,  from  au¬ 
thority  not  to  be  questioned,  to  be  dry.  The 
troops  began  to  suflTor  extremely,  and  the  few 
cavalry  and  artillery  horses  that  arrived  were 
obliged  to  be  sent  back  to  Champlain,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  four  miles,*  tor  water.  The  difficul¬ 
ty  began  to  produce  effects  the  most  to  be 
dreaded. 

It  was  not  a  time  to  hesitate ;  the  general 
staff*  and  commanding  officers  of  corps  were 
called  together,  and  there  was  but  one  voice. 

The  Chataugy  route  was  adopted.  It  was 
circuitous,  but  afforded  water,  and  was  prac¬ 
ticable  in  less  time,  all  obstructions  in  the 
other  considered. 

The  army  fell  back  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
21st  and  encamped  at  Champlain.  The  Cha¬ 
taugy  road  takes  oft*  near  this  place,  and  the 
army  will  advance  on  it  seven  miles  this  af¬ 
ternoon.  The  baggage  is  now  advancing  on  it. 
t  hope  to  arrive  at  Chataugy  on  tlie  evening 
of  the  24th.  I  can  from  Uience  Join  you  at 
any  point  you  may  advise  on  the  St.  Lawreiure. 
My  object  is  Cognawauga,  opposite  to  La 
Chine,  about  forty  miles  from  Chataugy  and 
ten  from  Montreal.  I  have  my  guides,  and 
information  I  can  rely  upon.  This  position 
will  present  three  points.  If  I  do  not  hear 
from  you  I  can  ta^ke  eitlier  or  hold  fast,  as 
circumstances  shall  indicate. 

My  lirst  movement  was  unexpected  to  the 
enemy ;  must  draw  him  into  some  confusion, 
and  M  ill  pass  as  a  feint  so  soon  as  he  hears  of 
my  route  to  Chataugy.  My  force  is  less  nume¬ 
rous  tlian  I  expected.  It  is  raw  and  ol*  a  de¬ 
scription  that  will  be  forever  falling  off'.  All 
I  can  say  is,  it  siiall  have  all  the  capacity  I  can 
give  it.— I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

W,  HAMPTON. 


P.  S.  Since  writing,  1  find  all  the  corps  can-» 
not  leave  this  ground  before  the  morning,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  25th  before  we  reach  Cha¬ 
taugy.  W.  H. 

The  kon,  John  Armstrong,'  secretary  of  war, 

Sackers-  Harbour,  Sept,  25,  1813. 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  was  de-* 
livered  to  me  last  night.  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  left  this  place  on  the  18th,  in  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  ninning  up  to  Fort  George,  and  cover¬ 
ing  the  transportation  of  the  troops  from  that 
point  to  this.  On  the  21st  he  had  not  arrived 
there ;  the  eflfect,  I  suppose,  of  adverse  winds. 
This  eircumstauce  will  necessarily  bring  after 
it  a  delay  in  the  execution  of  our  joint  opera¬ 
tions,  and  will  indicate  the  propriety  of  your 
not  advancing  beyond  Malone  or  the  F(mr  Cor¬ 
ners,  until  you  have  advice  of  our  movement. 
The  distance  from  this  place  to  Malone,  is  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  An  express  can 
reach  you  in  thirty  hours,  and  will,  of  course, 
enable  you  to  gain  the  village  of  Cognawauga, 
as  early  as  may  be  proper.  You  will  give  such 
direction  to  the  militia  corps  assembling  or  as¬ 
sembled  at  Plattsburg,  as  you  may  think  ino!»t 
advisable. — I  am,  sir,  very  respt^etfully,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTllONG. 
Major  (ieneral  Hampton. 

Head  Quarters,  Pomeroy*  s,  13  miles  from 
Chataugy,  September  25,  1813. 

Sir — I  had  this  morning,  at  three  o’clock, 
the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  19th, 
and  finding  so  much  time  on  my  hands,  the  idea 
has  occurred,  that  a  great  advantage  may  arise 
from  a  closer  view  of  our  means,  and  tlie  clear¬ 
est  possible  concert  and  understanding  in  their 
application.  Ofevery  matter  and  thing  relating 
to  mine.  Colonel  Atkinson  will  give  you  as  fun 
an  idea,  as  if  you  had  been  with  me  for  the 
last  five  days.  When  you  have  reflecletl  fully 
upon  them,  my  arrangements  and  ideas,  your 
indications  can  be  made  with  more  precision 
and  confidence. 

The  perfect  rawness  of  the  troops,  with  the 
exception  of  not  a  single  platoon,  has  been  a 
source  of  much  solicitude  to  the  best  informed 
among  us.  This  solicitude  has  not  been  re¬ 
moved  by  the  first  experiment.  Every  thing 
was  done,  to  be  sure,  that  ought  to  have  been 
done ;  but  not  in  that  style  which  the  example 
of  a  Snelliiig,  a  Hamilton,  &c.  ought  to  have 
inspired,  in  the  movements  of  the  light  corps. 
We  want  a  little  more  mercury,  in  the  ranks 
at  least.  ( ’an  you  not  let  me  have  the  1st  dra¬ 
goons,  and  one  more  veteran  battalion  7  At 
all  events,  let  me  liave  Haine  and  Haig,  that  I 
may  have  their  local,  as  well  as  their  consti¬ 
tutional  ardour. 

But  the  groat  object  of  this  letter  is,  a  full 
and  distinct  view  and  undei’standing  on  both 
sides.  All  I  need  say  is,  that  whatever  part 
shall  be  assigned  me  in  the  general  plan,  shall 
be  executed  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  abili* 
ty  and  power.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong^  secretary  qf  war. 
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AJessas^e  from  JIte  PresicUnt  <f  the  United  htaies^ 
iransmittiiig  a  tetter  from  the  tieeretary  (f  War^ 
itccumpanied  with  sundry  documents;  in  obt‘ 
dience  to  a  resolution  of  tfie  3l9l  Deumber  last, 
requesting  suedi  information  as  may  tend  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  ike  arms  of  the 
United  States  on  the  northern  frontier, 

[Continued  from  page  2i8.] 

Extract  qf  a  Utter  from  the  secretary  (f  rvar  to 
Major  General  Hampton^  dated  H'ar  Depart¬ 
ment^  September  1813. 

“  The  position  you  have  taken  is  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  keep  lip  the  enemy^s  doubts  with 
regard  to  your  real  point  of  attack  than  any 
other.  Hold  it  fast  till  we  approach  you.  In 
the  present  state  of  the  campaign  we  ought  to 
run  no  risks  by  Separate  attacks,  when  com- 1 
bined  ones  arc  practicable  and  more  sure.  Had 
you  been  able  to  have  broken  down  the  head  | 
of  their  defences  and  seized  the  bank  of  St.  | 
John's  at  the  Rapids,  you  would  liave  bother¬ 
ed  his  knightship  considerably ;  but,  on  the ! 
whole,  the  western  movement  is  to  be  prefer- 1 
red ;  because  in  it  there  is  safety  and  concert, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  enough  to  render  his 
attention  to  different  points  iicjcessary,  and  of 
course  to  keep  his  forces  in  a  state  of  division.  | 
“  The  moment  the  enemy  left  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Chesapeake,  I  orck.Ted  Pickens 
with  his  battalion  of  the  lOth  to  join  you.  Aj 
battalion  of  the  32d  had  similar  orders." 

Head  Quarters,,  Chataup/^  October  4,  1813. 
Dear  Sir — No  change  of  importance  in  my 
affairs  has  occurred  since  ray  last,  by  Colonel 
Atkinson ;  but  as  there  are  several  of  minor 
consideration,  I  have  judged  that  a  detailed 
view  of  them  might  be  of  some  use,  at  the 
moment  of  your  arranging  with  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  the  main  course  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  operations. 

The  road  to  Plattsburgh  will  be  completed 
to-day,  and  is  a  perfect  turnpike.  Tlie  artil¬ 
lery,  consisting  of  eight  six  pounders,  one 
twelve  pounder,  and  one  howitzer,  tolerably 
appointed  and  found,  is  arrived.  I  have  but 
a  small  stock  of  provisions  on  hand,  but  have 
the  most  pointed  assurance  from  Col.  Thomas, 
the  quartermaster  general,  tliat  a  'supply  of 
sixty  days  of  bread  and  flour  will  arrive  at 
once,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days.  I 
have  only  from  forty  to  fifty  rounds  of  mus¬ 
ket  cartridges  with  me,  but  this  convoy  will 
make  the  supply  an  hundred,  and  give  to  the 
artillery  all  it  requires  in  reserve.  The  supply 
of  Salt  provisions  will  not  exceed  a  fourth  of  the 
proportion  of  flour ;  but  we  have,  and  can  have, 
HO  unlimited  supply  of  good  beef  cattle.  Brig. 
Cieneral  Parker  is  at  Plattsbuigh  hastenihg 


ray  supplies,  and  presiding  over  some  ar¬ 
rangements  that  were  thought  necessary.  I 
iiave  directed  the  commencement  of  a  petty 
war,  or  invasion  of  the  lines,  at  or  near  Lake 
Champlain,  by  Colonel  Clark,  who  has?  some 
volunteers,  and  Brigadier  General  Fasset,  (our 
colonel)  who  has,  at  my  Instance,  called  out 
his  brigade  of  militia.  The  latter,  I  iindciw 
stand,  turn  out  but  badly,  but  they  will  make 
together,  I  suppose,-  from  600  to  1,000  men. 
There  has  been  inculcated  by  the  artifices  of 
the  British,  a  shameful  and  corrupt  neutraL 
ity  on  the  lines,  for  the  purposes  of  gain.  I 
have  directed  these  officers  to  break  the  truce, 
and  should  otiuu*  means  fail,  to  act  the  pair 
of  the  mischievous  urchin,  W'ho,  to  get  two 
peaceable  tabbies  at  “  making  the  far  Jiyf* 
hold  them  up  together  by  the  tail.  To  be 
serious,  it  is  really  time  each  individual  should 
take  his  side,  and  that  traitors  to  either 
should  meet  their  due  reward.  What  I  am 
aiming  at  however,  is  tranquility  on  the  road, 
by  kicking  up  a  dust  on  the  lines.  It  wiU 
also  create  a  division  at  a  proper  point.  Of 
Hopkins's  militia,  but  about  250  have  arrived, 
and  not  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  have  consentr 
ed  to  pass  the  line.  Such  as  refused,  Geno*> 
ral  Parker  was  authorized  to  keep  on  the  lines 
below,  and  to  excite  all  the  alarm  he  could 
with  them  and  the  Vermonters.  The  change 
of  habit  has  produced  more  sickness  among 
my  raw  soldiers  than  1  expected.  I  believe 
the  numlicr  has  accumulated  at  this  place  to 
300;  and  1  am  afraid  will  increase.!  The 
enemy  is  in  considerable  force  about  twelve 
or  fourteen  miles  distant.  He  made  an  at¬ 
tack  oh  one  of  my  out  posts  with  three  or  four 
hundred  regulars,  and  as  many  Indians,  on  the 
ailemoon  of  the  first  instant,  but  he  fell  into 
bad  hands.  He  found  Snelling  well  posted  with 
lUs  Own  and  Wool’s  corps.  The  attack  was 
made  with  Indians,  and  the  regulars  lay  iu 
ambush.  Bnt  Snelling  dashed  upon  them  with 
such  rapidity  upon  their  ranks,  that  they  all 
scampered^way  together.  Lieutenant  Nash, 
of  the  33dTegiment,  and  one  man  ¥ras  killed, 
and  one  wounded.  If  the  Indians  lost  any 
they  carried  them  off*. 

The  Indians  still  hover  about  us  and  shoot 
at  our  sentries.  The  St.  Regis  people  are 
poor  d — Is. 

I  have  written  in  such  haste,  and  have 
neither  time  for  correcting  nor  copying.  You- 
must  take  it  for  better  for  worse.  I  will  only 
entreat  you  to  regard  it  in  any  other  light 
rather  than  that  of  an  official  cominimicatioo. 
You  may,  however,  no  less  rely  upon  aR  the, 
information  it  conveys 
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I  ain»  sir,  vary  respcctfuH^,  and  truly,  your 
naost  obedient  servant. 

w.  nA3iprox. 

Th&Hoiu  John  Armstrong, 

Head  Quarters j  Chat cavg^^Od.  12,  1313. 

Deae  Skt— ^ly  solicitude  to  know  Tonr  pro- 
gt^ss,  and  the  real  state  of  the  grand  amiy^ 
is  extreme.  It  Is  perhaps  not  less  necessary 
for  both,  that  I  should  be  constantly  intbrmed. 
Implicit  faith,  cordiality,  and  concert  ou^ht 
to  unite  our  elforts.  These  have  formed  the 
basis  of  our  exertions  so  far,  and  promises, 
more  than  our  numbers,  the  result  so  much  i 
desired.  1  have  no  reference  to  individuals ; 
but  to  tlie  heart  of  every  man.  The  {mint 
and  moment  of  our  junction  is  all  iinpor* 
tant ;  and  that,  and  not  the  moment  of  my 
departure  from  hence,  ought  to  be  indicated ; 
because  1  ought  to  be  the  best  Judge  of  the 
time  necessary  to  surmount  tlie  olistacles  in 
the  way.  Between  this  and  Cognawauga  much 
work  ofi.the  road  is  necessary,  an<i  I  ought  to 
advance  upon  it  two  or  three  days  earlier 
than  might  be  judged  necessaiy  upon  a  smooth 
and  solid  road.  By  seizing  and  holding  strong 
positions  in  my  front,  the  work  could  pro¬ 
gress  in  my  rear  without  incurring  risk,  until 
1  arrive  within  a  striking  distance.  You  have 
said  “  hold  fast,”  and  it  might  be  convUlei'ed 
precipitate  to  advance  before  I  hear,  at  least, 
that  the  Rubicon  is  passed  above.*'  These  are 
potitls  for  our  consideration,  and  those  with 
you  who  guide  the  general  movement.  You 
have  not  sent  me  the  200  mounted  dragoons. 
Their  presence,  on  ground,  the  possession  of 
which  I  do  not  despair  of  gaining,  added  to  a 
force  of  4,000  effective  infantry,  and  a  well 
appointed  train,  ought  to  inspire  you  with 
some  reliance  upon  our  army,'  new  .as  it  is. 
High  pretensions  have  been  avoided  ;  but  the 
moment  has  arrived  when  it  is  perliaps  ne¬ 
cessary  for  ns  to  be  estimated  at  as  much  as 
we  are  worth. 

The  10th  is  at  hand,  and  is  included  iu  the 
estmuite.  It  is  believed  the  militia  may  serve 
for  escorts  to  what  must  follow  us. 

Colonel  Clark  is  carrying  on  his  small  war 
on  the  lines  with  all  the  effect  contemplated. 
The  enemy’s  motly  force  have  ever>"  where 
nearly  disappeared.  He  is  concentrating,  no 
doubt,  on  points  in  my  way,  or  an  the  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  vejjv  respect¬ 
fully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servSit, 

W.  HAMPI’OX. 

Hon,  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  tear. 

We  have  had  an  intelligent  deserter  of  the 
regiment  of  Canadian  fencibles.  He  states 
the  enemy’s  force  near  us  at  3,000  men ;  but  1 
when  put  to  the  detail,  gave  it  as  follows  : 
l^h  regiment — two  flank  companies 
and  a  part  of  a  battalion,  ....  300 
Muron’a  French  regiment,  two  flank 

companies,  . . 200 

Chnftdian  fencibles.  Colonel  Robinson,  150 

Qdaiiel  Shabiirry’s  command,  volti- 
goers  and  Indians  and  some  fencibles,  700 


Two  battalions  incorporated  militia,  750 


The  whole  under  Col.  Williams,  2,100 

Sir  George  had  gone  along  to  Montreal, 
lie  brought  down  36  boats  and  about  600 
troops,  included  in  the  above. 

Socket's  Harbour,  October  16,  1813. 

Dear  General — Your  favour  of  the  12tli 
lilt,  has  been  handed  to  me  by  Major  Parker. 
The  Niagara  division  has  l>een  slow  in  its 
inovemenrts.  It  has  at  length  reached  Hen¬ 
derson’s  Harbour,  and  moves  this  day  to 
Grenadier  Island,  whither  the  division  here  is 
moving  also.  From  this  point  (Grenadier 
Island)  we  take  our  departure  either  for  King¬ 
ston  or  for  Montreal.  The  enemy  broke  up 
liis  (Kisitions  before  Fort  George  on  the  9th, 
burned  his  surplus  stores,  arms,  &c.  and  mo¬ 
ved  rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he 
reached  on  the  11th  inst.  Advices  from  the 
bay  of  Canli  state,  that  he  is  coming  down  to 
Kingston,  and  that  his  sick  and  convalescent, 
to  the  nmiilHT  of  1,200,  had  already  arrived 
thei’c.  He  will  bring  with  him  about  1,500 
effectives,  and  thanks  to  the  storm  and  our 
snail-like  movements  down  the  lake,  they  will 
be  there  before  we  can  reach  it.  The  ma¬ 
noeuvre  intended  is  lost,  so  far  as  regf  rds 
Kingston.  What  we  now  do  against  that  place 
must  be  done  by  hard  blows  and  at  some  risk. 
The  importance  of  the  object  may,  however, 
justify  the  means.  In  the  other  case,  (an  im¬ 
mediate  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence,)  the 
army  will  make  its  ivay  to  the  Isle  Perrot, 
whence  we  sliall  iminediately  open  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  yon.  Under  these  circumstances 
you  will  approach  the  mouth  of  the  Chateaiigy 
or  other  point  which  shall  better  favour  our 
junclroii,  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  Your 
known  vigilance  and  skill  make  it  unnecessary 
to  suggest  any  measure  of  precaution  against 
I  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy  while  you  lay 
within  stroke  of  iiim.  The  dragoons  will  pass 
the  St.  Lawrence  near  the  Coteau  de  lac. 

Yours,  &:c.  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Hampton. 

Jfead  Quarters,  Four  Corners,  Nov,  1, 1813. 

Sir — On  tlie  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  the 
army  commenced  its  movement  down  the  Cha¬ 
teaiigy,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  Itself  in  a 
situation  which  would  enable  it  to  fulfil  itr 
parts  of  the  proposed  combined  operations  on 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

An  extensive  wood  of  11  or  12  miles  in  front, 
blocked  up  with  felled  timber,  and  covered  by 
the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy,  was 
a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduous  task  of 
opening  a  road  for  the  artillery  and  stores. 
Brig.  Gen.  Izard  with  the  light  troops  and  one 
regiment  of  the  line,  was  ^tached  early  in 
the  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in 
flank,  and  to  seize  on  the  more  open  country 
below,  while  the  army,  preceded  by  a  strong 
working  party,  advanced  on  a  more  circuitous 
but  practicable  route  for  a  road.  The  mea¬ 
sure,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  Ikig 
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fjcn.  Izard,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  as  far  advanced  as  had  been  anticipated.  The 
oompletely  succecjded,  and  tlie  main  l)ody  of  g;uides  had  misled  it,  and  dnally  failed  in  find- 
the  army  reached  the  advanced  position  on  the  ing  the  ford.  We  could  not  communicate  with 
evening  of  the  22d.  The  2:id  and  24th  were  it,  but  only  awaited  the  attack  below.  About 
employed  in  completing  the  road  and  getting  two  o’clock  the  tiring  commenced,  and  our 
up  the  artillery  and  stores.  troops  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack.  The 

I  had  arranged,  at  my  departure,  under  the  enemy’s  light  troops  coniinenced  a  sharp  fire, 
direction  of  Major  Parker,  a  line  of  communi-  but  Brigadier  General  Izard  advanced  with  his 
cation  as  far  up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  Ogdens-  brigade,  drove  him  every  where  behind  his 
burg,  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  to  me  the  defences  and  silenced  the  fire  in  his  front.— ^ 
earliest  notice  of  the  progress  of  our  army  This  brigade  would  have  piisired  fonvard  as  fttr 
down.  1  bad  surmounted  24  miles  of  the  most  as  courage,  skill  and  persevei*ance  could  have 
difficult  part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  advance  carried  it ;  but  on  advancing  it  was  tbtind  that 
of  me  7  miles  of  open  country,  but  at  the  end  the  firing  had  comiiienced  on  the  opposite  side, 
of  that  distance  commenced  a  wood  of  some  and  the  lord  had  not  bc^en  gained, 
miles  in  extent,  which  had  been  formed  into  The  enemy  retired  l>ehind  his  defences,  but 
an  entire  abatis  and  filled  by  a  succession  of  a  renewal  of  his  attack  was  expectetl,  and  the 
wooden  breastworks,  the  rearmost  of  which  troops  remained  some  time  in  Uieir  position 
were  supplied  with  ordnance.  In  front  of  to  meet  it.  The  troops  on  the  opposite  side 
these  <lefences  were  placed  the  Indian  force  were  exct'ssively  fatigued.  The  enterprise 
and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  rear  had  fiiilcd  in  its  main  point,  and  Col.  F^rdy 
all  of  his  disposable  force.  As  tlie  €\xtcnt  of  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  column  to  a  shoal 
this  force  depended  upon  his  sense  of  danger  4  or  .'i  miles  alH>ve  and  emss  over.  The  day 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  a  cause  of  regret  »vas  sj»ent,  and  Gen.  Izard  was  ordered  to  with- 
that  communications  from  yourself  or  Major  draw  his  brigaik*  to  a  position  3  miles  in  the 
Parker  seemed  to  be  at  an  end.  As  it  w^as,  rear,  to  which  place  the  baggage  had  been  or- 
however,  believed,  that  the  enemy  was  lioiirly  dered  forward. 

adding  to  his  strength  in  this  position,  if  free  The  slowness  ami  order  with  which  General 
from  the  appreiiension  of  danger  from  al>ove,  Izard  retired  with  his  brigade,  could  not  but 
an  effort  was  judged  necessary  to  dislodge  him,  have  inspired  the  enemy  with  respect.  They 
and  if  it  succeeded,  w^e  should  lx?  in  possession  presumed  iK>t  to  venture  a  shot  at  him  during 
of  a  position  which  we  could  hoki  as  long  as  his  movement ;  but  the  ungtiardednessofsomc 
any  doubts  remained  of  what  was  passing  part  of  Purdy’s  command  exposed  him  to  a 
above,  and  of  the  real  part  to  be  asssigiied  iis.  rear  attack  from  the  Indians,  which  was  re- 
Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  slioal  and  practi-  peatetl  after  dark,  and  exposed  him  to  some 
cable  fording  place,  opposite  the  low^er  flank  loss.  These  attacks  were  alwavs  cepelled, 
of  the  enemy’s  defences,  and  that  the  wood  on  and  must  have  cost  the  enemy  as  many  Hvcr 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  se-  as  we  lost.  Our  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded 
ven  or  eight  miles,  was  practicable  for  the  and  missing,  does  not  exceed  fifty.  In  its  new 
passage  of  the  troops.  Colonel  Purdy  with  the  position  within  three  miles  of  the  enemy’s  post, 
light  corps  and  a  strong  body  of  infantry  of  the  army  encamp^  on  the  night  of  the  26tb, 
the  line,  was  detached  at  an  early  hour  of  the  and  remained  until  twelve  o’clock  of  the  28th. 
night  of  the  25th  to  gain  this  ford'  by  mom-  All  the  deserters,  of  whom  there  were  four, 
ing,  and  to  commence  his  attack  in  rear,  and  having  concurred  in  the  information,  that  Sir 
that  was  to  be  the  signal  for  the  army  to  fall  George  Prevost,  with  three  other  geneml  of- 
on  in  front,  and  it  was  believed  the  pass  might  ficers,  had  arrived  witli  the  whole  of  his  dls- 
be  carried  before  the  enemy’s  distant  troops  posable  force,  and  lay  in  the  rear  of  these 
could  be  brought  forward  to  its  support.  defences,  and  a  letter  firoin  Major  Parker 

I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy’s  (by  express  received  on  the  evening  of  the 
column  about  9  o’clot^k  at  night ;  when  I  found  26th)  having  informed  me  that  no  movements 
a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  quartermaster  general’s  of  our  army  down  the  St.  Lawrence  had  been 
department,  who  put  into  my  hands  an  open  heard  of  at  Ogdensburg,  and  for  some  distance 
paper  containing  instructions  to  him  from  the  above;  the  following  questions  were  submit- 
quartermaster  general,  respecting  the  build-  ted  to  the  commanding  officers  of  brigades, 
ing  of  huts  for  the  army  in  the  Chateaugy,  regiments  and  corps,  and  the  heads  of  the  go- 
below  the  line.  This  paper  sunk  my  hopes,  neral  staff,  in  a  council  convened  for  the  pur- 
and  raised  serious  doubts  of  receiving  that  effi-  pose :  “  Is  it  advisable,  under  existing  circum- 
cacious  support  which  had  been  antir.ipated.  stances,  to  renew  the  attack  ou  the  enemy’s 
1  would  have  recalled  the  column,  but  it  was  positions,  and  if  not,  what  position  is  it  advi- 
1n  motion,  and  tlie  darkness  of  the  night  ren-  sable  for  the  army  to  take,  until  it  can  receive 
dered  it  impracticable.  I  could  only  go  for-  advices  of  the  advance  of  the  grand  army 
ward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion  on  the  down  the  St.  Lawrence?”  The  opinion  of 
morning  of  the  26th,  leaving  its  baggage,  &c.  the  council  was  expressed  in  the  following 
on  the  ground  of  encampment.  words  : 

On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found  ”  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  couu- 
that  the  columu  on  the  opposite  side  was  not  cil,  that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  preservation 
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of  this  army  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  ostensi¬ 
ble  views  of  the  government,  that  we  imme¬ 
diately  return  by  orderly  inarches  to  such  a 
position  (Chateaugy)  as  will  secure  our  com¬ 
munications  with  the  United  States,  either 
to  retire  into  winter  quarters  or  to  be  ready 
to  strike  below.”  In  pursuance  of  this  opi¬ 
nion  the  army  has  returned  by  slow  marches 
to  this  place,  and  now  awaits  tlie  orders  of  the 
government.  Its  condition  w  ill  be  stated  by  , 
the  bearer,  Colonel  King,  who  can  give  you, 
upon  every  point,  more  full  and  perfect  in¬ 
formation,  than  could  be  contained  in  a  w  rit- 
ten  detail. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

The  Hnn,  J.  Amistroiy*, 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Amy,  District  No. 

9,  7  miles  above  Ogdens^rghy  Nov.  6, 

1 8  Ki,  in  th  e  event  u  ir . 

Sir — I  address  you  at  the  special  instance 
of  the  secretary  of  war,  w  ho,  by  bad  roads, 
worse  weather,  and  ill  health,  was  diverted 
from  meeting  me  near  this  place,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  tread  back  his  steps  to  Washington 
from  Antwerp,  on  the  29th  ultimo. 

I  am  destined  to,  and  determined  on,  the  at¬ 
tack  of  Montreal,  if  not  prevented  by  some 
act  of  God  ;  and  to  give  security  to  the  en¬ 
terprise,  the  division  under  your  command 
must  co-operate  with  the  corps  under  my  im¬ 
mediate  orders.  The  point  of  rendezvous  is 
the  circumstance  of  greatest  interest  to  the 
issue  of  this  operation,  and  the  distance 
which  separates  us,  and  my  ignorance  of  the 
-  practicability  of  the  direct  or  devious  roads 
or  routes  on  w'hich  you  must  march,  make  it 
necessary  that  your  ow  n  judgment  should  de¬ 
termine  that  point.  To  assist  you  in  forming 
the  soundest  determination  and  to  take  the 
most  prompt  and  efh^ctual  measures,  I  can 
only  inform  you,  of  my  intentions  and  situa¬ 
tion  in  one  or  two  respects  of  first  importance. 
I  shall  pass  Prescott  to-night,  because  the 
stage  of  the  season  will  not  allow  me  three 
days  to  take  it;  I  shall  cross  the  cavalry  at 
Hambleton,  which  will  not  require  a  day,  and 
shall  then  press  forward  and  break  down  eve- 
ry  obstruction  to  the  confluence  of  this  river 
with  Grand  River,  there  to  cross  t  he  Isle  Perrot, 
and  with  my  scows  to  bridge  the  narrow  in¬ 
ner  channel,  and  thus  obtain  foothold  on  Mon¬ 
treal  Island,  at  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
city  :  after  which,  our  artillery,  bayonets  and 
swords  must  secure  our  triumphs  or.  provide 
us  honourable  graves.  Enclosed  you  have  a 
memorandum  of  my  field  and  battering  train, 
pretty  well  found  in  fixed  ammunition,  which 
may  enable  you  to  dismiss  your  own,  but  we 
arc  deficient  ip  loovse  powder  and  musket 
cartridges,  and  therefore  hope  you  may  be 
abundantly  found. '  On  the  subject  of  provi¬ 
sions,  1  wish  I  could  give  favourable  inform¬ 
ation  :'our  whole  stock  of  bread  may  be  com¬ 
puted  at  about  fifteen  days,  and  our  meat  at 
*\Vntv-thf»ee.  Ri  speaking  on  this  subject  to 


the  secretary  of  war,  ho  iulbrmed  me,  that 
ample  magazines  were  laid  up  on  lake  Chain- 
plain,  and  therefore  I  must  request  you  to  or¬ 
der  forward  tw’o  or  three  months’  supply  by 
the  safest  route,  in  a  direction  to  the  proposed 
scene  of  action.  I  have  submitted  the  state 
of  our  {irovisions  to  my  general  officers,  who 
unanimously  agree,  that  it  should  not  prevent 
the  progress  ol'  the  expedition ;  and  they  also 
agree  in  opinion,  that  if  you  are  not  in  force 
to  face  the  enemy,  ypu  should  meet  us  at  St. 
Regis,  or  its  vicinity. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  to  see 
you,  at  that  place,  on  the  9th  or  10th  instant. 

And  have  the  honour  to  he,  respectfully,  &c. 

.IAS.  WILKINSON. 

To  ]\fJajirr  General  JV.  Hampton. 

P.  S.  I  was  preparing  an  express,  which  I 
should  have  despatched  to-morrow,  but  for 
the  fortunate  call  of  Colonel  King. 

A  copy. 

.JOHN  llOOMES,  Aid-de-camp. 

Head  Quart ers.  Four  Comers,  Nov.  8,  1813. 

Sir — I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  at  a  late 
hour  last  evening,  by  Colonel  King,  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  6th,  and  was  deeply  impress¬ 
ed  with  the  sense  of  responsibility  it  imposed 
of  deciding  upon  the  means  of  our  co-opera¬ 
tion. 

The  idea  suggested  as  the  opinion  of  your 
officers,  of  effecting  the  junction  at  St.^^egis, 
was  most  pleasing,  as  being  the  most  imme¬ 
diate,  untjl  I  came  to  the  disclosure  of  the 
amount  of  your  supplies  of  provisions.  Colo¬ 
nel  Atkinson  will  explain  the  reasons  tliat 
wouhi  have  rendered  it  impossible  lor  me  to 
have  brought  more  thap  each  man  could  have 
carried  upon  his  back ;  and,  w  hen  I  reffccted 
that  ill  throwing  myself  upon  your  scanty 
means,  I  should  be  weakening  you  in  your 
most  vulnerable  poipt,  I  did  not  hesitate  to 
adopt  the  opinion,  after  consulting  the  genera! 
and  principal  officers,  that  by  tlirowiiig  my¬ 
self  back  on  my  main  depot,  where  all  the 
means  of  transportation  had  gone,  and  falling 
upon  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  straining  every 
effort  to  open  a  coinmupicatlon  from  Platts¬ 
burgh  to  Cognawauga,  or  any  other  point  you 
may  indicate  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  1  should 
more  effectually  contribute  to  your,  success 
than  by  the  junction  at  St.  Regis. 

The  w'ay  is,  in  many  places,  blockaded  and 
abatised,  and  the  road  is  impracticable  for 
wheels  during  w  inter ;  but,  by  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  pack  horses,  if  I  am  not  overjww't^r- 
ed,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  your  star¬ 
ving. 

I  have  ascertained  and  witnessed  the  plan 
of  the  enemy  is,  to  bum  and  consume  every 
thing  in  our  advance. 

*My  troops  and  other,  means  will  be  descri¬ 
bed  to  you  by  Colonel  Atkinson.  Besides 
their  rawness,  and  sickliness,  they  have  endu¬ 
red  fatigues  equal  to  a  winter  campaign  in  the 
late  snows  and  bad  weather,  and  are  sadly 
dispirited  and  falleir  off* :  but  upon  this  siit^ 
ject  I  must  refer  you  to  Colonel  Atkinson. 
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With  these  means,  what  can  bo  accomplish¬ 
ed  by  human  exertion,  I  will  attempt,  with  a 
mind  devoted  to  the  general  objects  of  the 
campaign. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

A  copy. 

JOHN  HOOMES,  Aid-de-camp. 

To  Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Head  Quarters,  Plattsburgh, 
Ncrveniher  12,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  have  rweived  from  General 
kinson,  and  of  my  reply.  The  forage  at  Cha- 
teaugy,  had  been  nearly  consumed  before  the 
expedition  down  the  river;  and  in  the  return 
of  the  army,  enough  only  could  be  found  to 
subsist  the  horses  and  teams  two  or  three  days. 
All  accounts  concurred  in  the  report,  that 
General  Wilkinson  liad  not  commenced  his 
operations  against  Kingston,  and  that  no  de¬ 
scent  down  the  river  was  intended.  Hence, 
the  necessity  for  sending  off  the  cavalry,  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  provision  teams  to  Plattsburgh  for 
subsistence  ;  and  lienee  also,  the  impossibility 
of  a  juncture  at  8t.  Regis,  with  more  provi¬ 
sions  than  must  have  been  consumed  on  the 
march  to  that  place.  General  Wilkinson  had 
no  spare  transportation  for  us  ;  and  the  junc¬ 
tion  would  have  reduced  the  stock  of  provi¬ 
sions  to  eight  or  ten  days  for  the  whole.  The 
alternative  w'as  adopted,  under  the  impression 
ot*  absolute  necessity. 

The  army  has  approached  on  this  route  to 
the  road  leading  to  Chazy,  a  few  miles  from 
the  lines,  where  I  shall  join  it  to-night.  I  can 
only  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Gene- 1 
ral  WilkinvSon,  “that  what  can  be  accomplish¬ 
ed  by  hunyin  exertion,  shall  be  attempted  to| 
meet  the  objects  of  the  campaign.”  But  I 
should  be  uncandid  not  to  ow  n,  that  many  cir¬ 
cumstances  arc  unpropitious.  The  force  is 
dropping  off  by  fatigue  and  sickness,  to  a  most 
alarming  extent.  My  returns  yesterday,  re¬ 
port  the  effectives  at  little  more  than  half 
their  original  state  at  Chateaugy ;  and,  which 
is  more  discouraging,  the  officers,  with  a  few 
honourable  excejitions,  are  sunk  as  low  as  the 
soldiers,  and  endure  hardship  and  privation  as 
badly.  In  a  word,  since  the  show,  produced 
by  clothing,  movements,  &c.  has  w'orn  off,  all 
have  assumed  their  native  rawness.  Fatigue 
and  suffering  from  the  weather,  have  deprived 
them  of  that  spirit,  which  constituted  my  best 
hopes.  What  confidence  can  the  best  officer, 
(and  I  have  a  few  surpassed  by  none)  feel  un¬ 
der  such  circumstances  ?  It  is  painful  to  hold 
up  to  you  this  picture,  but  it  is  but  too  faith¬ 
fully  drawn. 

The  quartermaster  general  has  been  order¬ 
ed  to  procure  or  hire,  four  hundred  wagons, 
and  I  shall  attempt  to  open  a  communication, 
on  ^le  direct  route  from  the  town  of  Cham- 
plaiii.  Success,  under  the  circumstances  I 
have  mentioned,  must  depend  upon  the  efforts 
and  force  opposed  to  me.  The  demonstration, 
•  however,  can  but  produce  a  partial  good. 


On  the  route  I  took,  the  enemy  Imrut  and 
consumed  every  thing  belbre  him,  and  this  I 
understand  to  be  his  general  plan.  If  tJie 
same  course  precede  the  advance  of  General 
Wilkinson,  aind  my  feeble  force  should  be  foil¬ 
ed,  the  consequences  are  much  to  be  dreaded. 
But  the  Rubicon  is  now  passed,  and  all  that 
remains  is  to  push  for  tlic  capitol. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respect- 
fully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

General  John  Armstrong,  secretary  of  ivar, 

Extrartnf  a  letter  from  Major  General  Ilamp- 
ton,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  dated  Chazey, 
November  15, 1813. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  copy 
of  a  letter  I  received  the  last  evening,  from 
General  Wilkinson,  by  Col.  Atkinson,  whom  I 
had  sent  to  him  for  the  puriwse  of  settling  the 
pl^n  of  our  proposed  joint  operations.  Of  the 
consistency  of  this  letter  with  that  of  the  6th 
inst.  and  my  answer,  or  of  the  insinuation  it 
contains,  I  shall  say  nothing.  Upon  so  plain 
a  case,  and  an  attempt  so  unworthy  the  occa¬ 
sion,  common  sense  will  afford  every  explana¬ 
tion  I  could  wish.  1  shall  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  placing  the  troops  in  winter 
quarters,  and  commence  my  journey  to  tho 
southward.” 

Head  Quarters,  near  Cornwall,  (U.  Cx) 
November  12,  1813. 

Sir — I  this  day  had  tlie  honour  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  by  Colonel  Atkin¬ 
son,  and  want  language  to  express  my  sorrow 
for  your  determination  not  to  join  the  division 
under  your  coimnand,  with  the  troops  under 
my  immediate  orders. 

As  such  resolutions  defeat  the  grand  object 
of  the  campaign  in  this  quarter,  which,  before 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  were  thought  to  be 
completely  within  our  power,  mi  suspicion  be¬ 
ing  entertained  that  you  would  decline  the 
junction  directed,  it  will  oblige  os  to  take 
post  at  the  French  Mills,  on  Salmon  River,  or 
in  their  vicinity,  for  the  winter, 
i  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully,  sir, 
i  your  most  obedient  servant, 

I  .  J.  WILKINSON. 

I  Major  General  Hampton. 

Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

Submitted  to  the  president  by  the  secretary  cf 
war,  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  communicated  to 
General  Wilkinson,  on  the  5th  (^'  Aug. 

The  time  at  which  we  have  reason  to  ext 
pect  an  ascendancy  on  l^ake  Ontario,  has  ar- 
rive<l.  If  our  h<^s  on  that  head  be  fullilled, 
Uiough  but  for  a  short  period,  we  must  avail 
ourselves  of  the  circumstance,  to  give  to  the 
campaign  a  new  and  increasing  activity. 

For  this  purpose,  our  forces  on  the  Ontario, 
should  be  concentrated,  because  neither  sec¬ 
tion  of  them,  as  they  are  now  dlvide<l,  is  com*- 
petent  to  any  great  object. 
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The  point  of  com  entration  is  more  doubtful. 

1st.  If  at  Fort  George,  our  utmost  success 
can  but  give  us  the  command  ot  the  peninsula, 
which,  if  General' Harrison  succeeds  against 
Malden,  will  be  of  diminished  interest,  both 
to  ’US  and  to  tlie  enemy ;  to  us,  because  Mal¬ 
den  will  more  completely  cover  our  western 
frontier,  and  control  the  savages,  than  Forts 
George  and  Eirie ;  to  the  enemy,  because  Mal¬ 
den  lost,  our  inroad  upon  the  peninsula,  will 
have  the  effect  of  shortening,  not  of  dividing 
the  enemy’s  line  of  operations ;  in  a  word,  suc¬ 
cess  at  this  point,  will  not  give  to  the  cam¬ 
paign  a  character  of  decisive  advantage. 

2<1.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  make  Socket’s 
Harbour  the  point  of  concentration,  Kingston 
may  become  the  object  of  our  attack,  wdiich, 
by  the  way,  will  but  be  returning  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  plan  of  the  campaign,  prescril)€d  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Dearborn.  This  place  is  of  much  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  enemy,  and  will  no  doubt  be  de¬ 
fended  by  him  with  great  obstinacy,  and  with 
all  the  resources  which  can  be  safely  drawn 
from  other  points.  That  it  may  be  taken  by 
a  joint  application  of  our  naval  and  military 
means,  is  not,  however,  to  be  questioned.  The 
enclosed  diagram,  will  show  the  number  and 
character  of  the  enemy’s  defences.  His  bat¬ 
teries  on  No.  1,  cannot  be  sustained  but  by  his 
fleet.  These  carried,  he  is  open  to  a  descent 
at  Nos.  2  and  3.  If  he  divides  his  force  between 
both,  we  oppose  one  half  of  his  strength  with 
the  whole  of  ours.  If  he  concentrates  at  No. 

2,  w'e  seize  No.  3,  and  command  both  the  town 
and  the  shipping.  If  lie  concentrates  at  No. 

3,  we  occupy  No.  2,  and  with  nearly  the  same 
results. 

Contemporary  with  this  movement,  another 
may  be  made  on  the  side  of  Lake  Champlain ; 
indicating  an  intention  of  attacking  Montreal 
and  its  depend/encies,  and  really  attacking 
them,  if  to  save  Kingston,  these  posts  have 
been  materially  weakened. 

2d.  Another  and  diflerent  operation,  to 
which  our  means  are  competent,  would  be  a 
movement  from  Sacket’s  Harbour  to  Madrid, 
on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Here  the  river  may 
be  most  easily  crossed.  The  ground  opposite 
to  it  is  a  narrow  bluff,  skirted  by  the  river  on 
one  side,  and  a  swamp  of  great  extent,  and  of 
difficult  passage  on  the  other.  This  gained 
and  fortified,  our  fleet  continuing  tO/Command 
the  water  line  from  the  head  of  the  river  to 
Ogdensburg,  ami  Lake  St.  Francis  occupied 
with  a  few  gun  boats  and  barges,  the  army 
may  march  against  Montreal,  in  concert  with 
General  Hampton.  The  only  natural  difficulty 
to  the  execution  of  this  pl^,  would  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  a  branch  of  the  (rrand  River  which 
must  be  crossed ;  but  at  this  season,  though 
deep.  It  is  believed  to  be  fordable. 

Under  the  preceding  supposition,  it  is  re¬ 
spectfully  submitted,  whether  it  will  not  be 
most  advisable  to  make  SackeVs  Harbfmr 
the  point  of  concentration,  and  leave  to  the 
commanding  general  an  election,  to  be  deter-* 


mined  by  circumstances,  between  the  two 
plans,  suggested  under  the  2d  and  3d  heads. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Approved  and  adopted,  23d  July,  1813. 

H^ashington^  Avgust  6,  1813. 

I  have  examined  the  projects  of  the  cam- 
paign,  intended  for  the  past  and  ensuing  stages 
of  it,  on  the  side  of  Canada,  which  you  put  into 
my  hands  yesterday.  The  novelty  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  me,  and  the  pressure  of  time,  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  deliberate  consideration  of  it  which 
its  importance  merits  ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  a  few  brief  observations 
touching  the  project  of  the  23d  ult. 

1st.  If  we  command  Lake  Ontario,  (without 
which  the  project  is  impracticable,)  and  our 
force  be  competent  to  carry  Kingston,  the  in¬ 
corporation  of  our  troops  should  take  place  at 
Sacket’s  Harbour,  and  the  attack  be  made  as 
promptly  as  possible. 

2d.  On  the  contrary,  should  our  combined 
disposable  force  be  deemed  incomjietent  to 
the  certain  and  speedy  reduction  of  Kingston, 
then  it  may  be  preferable  to  strengthen  our 
force  at  Fort  George,  cut  up  the  British  force 
in  that  quarter,  destroy  the  Indian  establish¬ 
ments,  and  (should  General  Harrison  fail  in 
his  objects)  march  a  detachment  to  capture 
Malden. 

While  these  operations  are  pending,  a  l>old 
feint,  or  provisional  attack  on  Montreal,  by 
Major  General  Hampton,  will  certainly  call 
Sir  George  Prevost  to  that  place,  and  it  is  pre¬ 
sumable,  that  seeing  our  movements  directed 
towards  Erie,  he  may  carry  his  best  troops 
with  him  from  Kingston. 

These  suggestions  spring  from  my  desire  to 
hazard  as  little  as  possible  in  the  outset,  and 
to  secure  infallibly  wiiatever  may  be  .attempt¬ 
ed,  with  the  intention  to  increase  our  own  con¬ 
fidence,  to  diminish  that  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
popularise  the  war. 

After  our  operations  on  the  peninsula  have 
been  closed,  we  may  raze  the  w'orks  there  un¬ 
der  your  provisions,  leave  our  settlements  on 
the  strait  in  tranquillity,  and  like  lightning 
must  direct  our  whole  force  against  Kingston ; 
and  having  reduced  that  place,  and  captured 
the  shipping,  we  may  descend  the  stream,  and 
form  a  junction  with  the  column  under  General 
Hampton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal, 
should  the  lateness  of  the  season  permit,  by 
which  all  our  movements  after  the  conquest 
of  Upper  Canada,  must  be  governed. 

To  give  General  Hampton’s  movements  a 
menacing  aspect,  and  to  enable  him  to  profit 
by  events,  he  should  take  with  him  a  heavy 
train  of  battering  cannon  and  mortar  pieces, 
which  will  be  found  indispensable  in  the  at¬ 
tack  of  Montreal ;  and  to  weaken  that  place, 
and  to  favour  a  protracted  season,  I  would 
advise  that  a  heavy  column  of  militia  or  vo¬ 
lunteers,  if  engaged  for  three  mouths  only, 
should  be  put  in  motion  from  the  vicinity  ot* 
Lake  Memphramagog,  to  descend  the  River 
St.  Francis,  and  to  take  post  on  the  right  bank 
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of  Lake  St.  Tetre,  with  a  battering  train  of 
travelling  carriages,  organized  and  equip! 
either  to  keep  post  or  retire,  when  the  season 
or  other  circumstances,  should  render  it  expe 
dient. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  call  your  attention  to  several  specific  points, 
on  w''hich  I  require  information  and  authority, 
which  I  deem  essential  to  the  salutary  dis- 
ciiarge  of  the  high  and  solemn  trust  about  to 
devolve  upon  me. 

1st.  A  copy  of  Uie  instructions  to  Major 
General  Hampton,  lor  my  government,  in  the 
correspondence  to  ensue  between  us. 

2d.  Shall  1  be  allowed  a  private  secretary, 
which  is  necessary,  and  of  right  belongs  to 
the  command  on  which  I  am  about  to  enter  ? 

3d.  I  require  permission  to  take  for  ray  aids> 
de-camp,  such  officers  as  are  best  fitted  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  ira{K)rtant  duties  of  the  station. 

4tii.  I  ask  autiiority  (or  is  it  understood  that  I 
possess  it  ?)  to  supply  every  defect  of  the  mu¬ 
nitions  of  war,  and  transport  by  land  or  water 
by  means  of  the  authorized  agents. 

5th.  I  entreat  that  ample  funds  may  be  de¬ 
posited  in  proper  hands,  to  give  effect  to  the 
department  of  intelligence,  without  which  tJie 
chief  will  find  liimsclf  hoodwinked. 

6th.  I  trust  no  order,  of  whatever  nature, 
will  be  passed  to  any  officer  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  but  through  my  bands.  This  is  not  only 
necessary  to  the  regular  conduct  of  the  public 
service,  but  it  is  vitally  essential  to  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  sound  sulK)rdination,  and  is  con^ 
formable  to  the  nilcs  of  service  in  all  armies, 
inasmuch  as  he  who  is  responsible  for  all, 
should  have  the  control  of  ail. 

7th.  I  hope  I  may  be  expressly  authorized  | 
to  detach  from  my  command  all  persons  wiio 
may  manifest  a  temper  or  disposition  to  ex- 1 
cite  discontents,  to  generate  factions,  or  em- ' 
bitter  the  service.  This  is  indispensable  to 
put  down  seditious  spirits,  and  to  harmonize 
the  corps. 

8th.  Should  we  move  against  Kingston  in 
the  first  instance,  tlie  withdrawal  of  our  force 
from  Fort  George  will  enable  the  enemy  to 
re-occupy  that  point,  and  for  a  brief  period 
to  harrass  our  frontier  on  that  strait.  May 
not  the  militia  or  a  body  of  volunteers  be  call¬ 
ed  forth  to  relieve  the  regular  troops  at  that 
place,  and  prevent  discontents  and  complaints? 

9th.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  necessary 
authority  of  the  chief,  it  is  hoped  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  war  will  decline  and  forbid  all  corres¬ 
pondence  with  his  subordinate  officers,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cases  of  personal  grievance. 

.  10th.  I  beg  to  be  advised  of  the  means  of 
communication  between  our  military  posi¬ 
tions,  and  particularly  from  Sacket’s  Har- 
t)our  to  Burlington,  which  should  be  rapid 
and  infallible. 

11th.  I  ask  authority  to  equip  the  whole  of 
our  horse  artillery,  and  to  mount  the  whole 
of  our  dragoons,  because  these  arms  will  be 
found  all  important  in  every  combat  which 
may  ensue. 


A  serious  impression  of  the  dread  respon¬ 
sibility  which  awaits  me,  and  a  correct  sense 
ol  the  public  expectation  which  accompanies 
me,  must  be  my  apology  for  giving  you  so 
much  trouble. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WlLKINSOiV. 
Hon.  John  Armstrongs  secretary  qf  rvar. 

(copy.) 

Ifar  Departments  August  8,  1813. 

Sir — I  have  given  to  your  observations  of 
the  6th  instant  all  the  consideration  they  so 
justly  merit. 

The  main  objection  to  any  plan,  which  shall 
carry  our  operations  wide  of  Kingston  and 
westward  of  it,  is,  that  in  the  event  of  its  suc¬ 
cess,  it  leaves  the  strength  of  the  enemy  un¬ 
broken;  it  but  wounds  the  tail  of  the  lion, 
and  of  course,  is  not  calculated  to  hasten  the 
termination  of  the  war,  either  by  increasing 
our  owrn  vigour,  or  by  diminishing  that  of  the 
enemy.  Kingston  is  the  great  depot  of  his 
resources,  and  so  long  as  he  retains  this  and 
I  keeps  open  his  communication  wi^  t|te  sea, 

I  he  will  not  want  the  means  of  mulf^lying  his 
naval  and  other  defences,  and  of  reinforcing 
or  renewing  the  war  in  the  west.  Kingston, 
therefore,  as  well  on  grounds  of  policy  as  of 
military  principle,  presents  the^rs^  and  great 
object  of  the  campaign. 

'There  are  two  ways  of  approaching  this,  by 
directs  or  by  indirect  attack ;  by  breaking 
down  the  enemy's  battalions  and  forcing  his 
works ;  or  by  seizing  and  obstructing  the  line 
of  bis  communication,  and  thus  drying  up  the 
sources  by  which  he  is  nourished  and  maintain¬ 
ed.  Circumstances  must  govern  in  choosing 
between  these  different  modes.  Were  our  as¬ 
sembled  land  and  naval  forces  competent  to 
the  object,  a  direct  attack  would,  no  doubt,  be 
the  shorter  and  better  way ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  our  strength  be  inferior,  or  hardly 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the  fndirrrt  attack 
must  be  preferred.  These  considerations  have 
suggested  the  third  plan,  to  be  found  in  my 
note  of  the  23d  ultimo.  To  give  execution  to 
this,  I  would  collect  my  force  at  the  head  of 
tlic  St.  Lawrence,  make  every  demonstration 
of  attacking  Kingston,  proceed  rapidly  down 
the  river,  seize  the  northern  bank  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Hamilton,  leave  a  corps  to  fortify  and 
to  hold  it,  march  upon  Montreal  with  the 
main  body,  effect  there  a  junction  with  Hamp¬ 
ton,  and  take  a  position  which  sliall  enable 
you  to  secure  w’hat  you  gain.  On  this  plan, 
the  navy  would  perform  its  part  by  occ4ipy- 
ing  the  moutii  of  the  river,  and  preventing  a 
pursuit  by  w  ater ;  by  clearing  the  river  of  the 
armedboats  of  the  enemy;  by  holding,  with 
its  own,  the  passage  at  Hamilton,  and  by 
giving  support  to  that  position.  If  the  ene¬ 
my  pursues,  it  must  l)e  by  land,  without  sub¬ 
sistence,  (excepting  what  he  carries  on  his 
back.)  and  without  artillery.  If  he  remains 
stationary,  his  situation  must  soon  become 


OiJlB  BXAMl^ET^— EXTRA 


SackeVs  Harbour,  Aug,  21,  1813. 
Sir— I  arriveil  here  yesterday;  my  ma¬ 
chinery  is  in  motion,  and  I  have  strong  hopes 

which  will 


of  giving  the  change  to  Sir  George, 
lead  directly  to  the  object  of  first  importance. 

Commodore  Chauiicey  is  in  port  here,  and 
his  antagonist.  Sir  James  Yeo,  at  Kingston. 
In  the  late  interviews  !)etwee!i  these  naval 
commanders  the  first  has  zealously  sought  a 
combat,  which  the  latter  has  cautiously  avoid¬ 
ed  ;  the  superiority  on  the  lake,  therefore, 
remains  still  to  be  settled  ;  but  I  have  Chaun- 
cey’s  assurance  for  it,  and  place  much  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  word,  it  is  obviously  Sir  James' 
plan  to  decline  a  conflict;  but  on  what  ground 
I  cannot  determine. 

Our  schooners  here  will  be  equipt  and 
manned  by  Wednesday,  and  I  shall  sail  with 
the  squadron  for  Fort  George,  probably  the 
day  after;  1  am  endeavouring  to  draw  Sir 
George  after  me ;  but  whether  I  succeed  in 
this  attempt  or  not,  should  our  men  and 
means  answer  report,  and  heaven  favour  me, 
I  will  be  in  possession  of  Kingston,  or  below 
that  place,  on  the  2f)th  proximo. 

Major  General  Hampton  must  not  budge 
until  every  thing  is  matured  in  this  quarter, 
and  we  have  either  got  possession  of  Kingston 
or  have  cut  its  communication  with  Montreal, 
of  which  I  shall  give  him  seasonable  advice, 
via  Plattsburgh,  where  I  shall  calculate  on 
his  arrival  the  20th  of  the  ensuing  month, 
completely  equipt  for  a  forward  movement. 
If  he  changes  his  position  and  shows  his  co¬ 
lumn  west  of  the  lake  sooner,  it  may  carry 
Sir  George  to  Montreal  and  produce  precau¬ 
tions  which  might  otherwise  lie  neglected  un¬ 
til  too  late  for  any  salutary  effect. 

The  militia  called  out  by  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins,  of  which,  by  the  bye,  you  gave  me  no 
information,  should  not  be  arrayed  before  he 
hears  from  me  at  Fort  George,  because  the 
assembly  of  such  a  bo<ly  would  increase  the 
alarm  and  put  all  Canada  in  counter  motion, 
while  incidents  beyond  the  control  of  man, 
may  intervene  to  procrastinate  my  movements, 
and  thus  baffle  the  effects  of  the  proposed  co¬ 
operation  on  the  side  of  Vermont ;  should  a 
corps  of  militia  be  drawn  from  thence,  no 
.  movement  should  be  made  by  them,  until  Ge- 
[See  the  neral  Hampton  has  crossed  Champlain, 
confidential  letter  ot  General  Porter  enclosed.]  j  It  would  bo  highly  interesting  to  the  public 
8th.  The  secretary  of  war  will  decline  anil  >  service,  and  extremely  acceptal>|e  to  me,  to 
forbid  all  improper  communications,  and  par-  sec  you  at  Niagara,  from  whepce,  should  I  find 
Hculai’ly  suoh  as  may  bear  any  colour  of  in- .  it  practicable.  It  is  my  intention  to  commence-' 
^subordination.  .  jmy  movement  down  tJie  lake,  about  the  15tib 

9th.  Besides  the  ordinary  mode  ot  comrou-jof  the  next  month;  tJie  best  possible  disposi- 
nication  by  mail,  expresses  may  be  employed  .  fion  for  the  safety  of  that  frontier,  and  for' the 


2d.  The  senior  major  general,  commanding 
the  pruiclpal  army,  is  entitled  to  the  serv  ices 
of  a  private  secretary. 

3d.  The  ordnance  and  other  departments  of 
supply  within  the  district,  (No.  9,)  are  subject, 
of  course,  to  yonr  orders. 

4th.  The  qnartermaster  general  of  the  army 
will  supply  tlie  funds  for  secret  service. 

5tli.  All  orders  to  subordinate  officers  piass 
from  the  war  department  to  tiie  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral,  to  be  ^mmunicated  by  him  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  cominaDding  the  district  in  which  such 
subordinate  officer  may  serve. 

6tli.  No  apet^ific  permission  is  necessary  for 
remov^  factious  ay  disorderly  men.  All  such 
r/ill  properly  become  subjects  of  the  confiden¬ 
tial  reports  to  be  made  by  inspectors.  To  de¬ 
tach  .sueb  men  from  one  district  to  another,  is 
only  shiftiiig  the  evil ;  the  better  w'ay  is  to  re¬ 
port  tliem  for  dismission. 

7th.  If  tlie  corps  at  Fort  George  be  recalled, 
the  wurkjs  shoald  be  razed,  or  occupied  by  a 
force  competent  to  hold  it  against  an  assault. 
There  is  a  corps  of  militia  and  volunteei*s  (to 
whom  the  8ix  Nations  of  Indians  have  associa¬ 
ted  themselves)  at  Black  Hock,  which  may 
be  kept  in  service.  They  are  commanded  by 
GeneiRl  Porter  and  Mr.  Parish 


in  extraordinary  cases. 

10th.  The  dragoons  and  light  artillery  corps 
shall  1)0  made  efficient.  Horses  may  be  bought 
for  both.  An  officer  from  each  corps  should 
be  directed  to  superintend  the  purchases. 
Price  (average)  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollani. 

JOHN  a^msjtrong. 


